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Toddlers at Work

The photo series introduces the Young Children’s Community (14 months to 2.5 years) and their slow paced
environment filled with enriching opportunities for movement, language and existing in a microcosmic society.

Child practicing the skill of fastening and unfastening a zipper

Photo Courtesy - RTI Montessori School

Workshop - “The Art of Observation; Seeing is Believing’

Kavneet Chadha I Bangalore/Online

Montessori Institute of Bangalore (MIB) organised a 4 day online workshop in
the first week of July. It was facilitated by Karen Pearce, Director of Pedagogy at
The Montessori Place in UK with 36 years of Children's House experience. She
took the participants through an observation framework, a code system that
enables observations to be gathered efficiently and effectively, the art of
producing developmental work curves and analysis of data as an instrument to
create bespoke programmes of work.

For Kushalatha Jogi, who has been working in Mysore, the workshop offered

much practical insights with in depth details of the stages leading to
normalization.”Observation is what truly helps the adult to understand the
needs and offer the child challenges and experiences that lead him to the highest
stage of concentration.”

” [ was left with a deeper understanding of how to observe children meaningfully and with
intention.” - Jenifer A] T
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AMI Administrators Course

Kavneet Chadha [ Bangalore/Online

AMI Administrator Course Trainer Eder Cuevas facilitated MIB’s second
Administrators Course, now known as the Montessori School Leadership
Course. The 12 day course that began on July 3, focused on strategic
planning, staff development, school management and effective
communication. “Preparing the environment isn’t only about materials -
it’s about the readiness of adults to guide.” Anjana Setlur of Nivriti School,
Bangalore saw parallels drawn between a leader and a Montessori guide.

Just like the guide facilitates the development of children in a prepared
environment, a leader must create a nurturing work environment for
his/her team to foster growth, collaboration and creativity. Anuradhaa
Athimuthu further adds that she understood how essential it is to “The course went beyond administration - it was about leading from
communicate with transparency and authenticity. “True leadership in a  ithin, staying rooted in Montessori philosophy, and understanding
Montessori environment means gaining the trust of the community while  the ecosystem that surrounds the child” - Anuradhaa Athimuthu -
staying non-judgemental.” Founder Partner of Cambridge Montessori Preschool, Chennai

Ankit Mathur

IMF Talk - ‘Montessori Education - An Aid to Life’

Vidhya Ramalingam [ Online

To start the academic year on a reflective note, the first IMF talk focused on the topic of education as an aid to life. The talk attended by more

than 250 participants was held on July 19, 2025 and led by AMI Primary Trainer Tania Stewart and AMI Primary Associate Trainer Helen
Mohan Elias.

They highlighted how a well-prepared environment, under the guidance of a
trained adult, enables the children to explore freedom, make meaningful
choices and work independently, thus, gradually helping them develop self-
discipline, responsibility and love for learning. The talk was a gentle nudge
> o ] towards remembering that every adult involved in the lives of children holds

the responsibility to support their natural development with mindfulness,
respect and purpose.

Both the speakers touched upon the fundamental principles of
Montessori education and how they come to life in the classroom
setting

The 155th Birth Anniversary
of Dr. Maria Montessori!

One hundred and fifty five years ago, a visionary was born. This August
3Ist we celebrate her legacy, her contributions that still influence our
work with children and more than ever her continued wonder about the
universal child.

“Even though | have studied this question for a long time,
I am continually surprised. | understand more and more
how advanced and able small children can be. " - Maria
Montessori, The 1946 London Lectures, Page 121

Maria Montessori, Circa 1940, Holding Baby (Source: AMI archives)
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SAPARYA

SERVING ALL

n: 1lr“-\ from a Sanskrit term which means to
gens _ els srs - this is the foundation of a
onate ;m:i harmonious community. The Montessori environment fosters
pirit. While adults attentively serve the child's potential, the children

develop an av s of the needs of others and serve one another.

v 7Tth National Montessori Conference
23 & 24 January. 2(
‘n'ltllr Hotel Sahara Star
Location: Chhatrapati Shivaji International. 70-C,
Nehru Rd, Navpada, Airport Area, Vile Parle,
Mumbai, Maharashtira 400047, India

Link to register: https://imfevents.in/registrations/

Demystifying Montessori Materials

Roopa Sundar

‘What do toddlers do in school?’ is a question that always comes up! Montessori Guides bring to light why some materials
are set up and how they are used by the children in a Toddler Montessori community (15 months - 2.5 years).

Young children are hungry for words, repeatedly pointing for
us to share the names of things around them. In the
environment, adults use rich and precise language to feed this
absolute attraction to language. A material that caters to this
need is the Nomenclature Material, that is classified sets of
objects like fruits, flowers, spices, grains, etc. contained within
a tray/basket. Children are repeatedly offered the names as
they hold, feel and smell them. An extension of this experience
also happens in the kitchen as they are involved in food
preparation and tasting these during meal times.

With experience, children are also able to follow simple
commands of ‘Where is the hibiscus? Can you place the
frangipani here? Can you give me the jungle flame? This allows
for a lot of association with the object and their names. We
continue with this exercise as long as children are interested.

There are also replicas/miniatures of objects; of things that cannot be offered as real, like animals, vehicles and so on. We do
eventually move to two dimensional pictures in classified sets. But it comes after much experience with their senses. For
example - smelling an apple, feeling it, how it weighs on the hand while carrying it, how much effort it takes to bite into it, how
crunchy/mushy and sweet it is, how the skin tastes versus without the skin; all these are experiences that enable the child to
create a mental image of an apple along with the sensorial explorations that have accompanied it. And such rich experiences
become foundational in cognitive and language development.
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Experiencing Montessori

Vidhya Ramalingam

This series explores parents' perspectives and the advantages they associate with their child's participation in

a Montessori community.
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THE MONTESSORI TRAINING
AND RESEARCH TRUST

Primary Diploma Course (3-6 Level)
Onsite Course August 18", 2025 to April 2026

Montessori Sports Fundamentals Refresher
Onsite Course November 3 and 4", 2025

Montessori Orientation Course (3-6 Level)

Blended Format
{online and onsite - GOA)

September 1" to 14", 2025
| Montessori Orientation Course in Telugu

August 25™ 2025 to
September 12°, 2025

Online Course

AMI Core Principle Certificate Course

Online : September
Onsite : October 11°

Blended Format
fontine and onsite)

AMI Elementary Montessori Diploma Course

Blended Format
(online and onsite)
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ENROLL NOW

Five year old Isha Dakshayani was enrolled in a Montessori school when she was 2
years old. Her mother Sravya Gumedelly says that they enrolled her shortly after the
lockdown, during a time when she was still adjusting and showed some difficulties
with social interactions. But, within just a few weeks of being in school, they began
to see meaningful changes. “I believe it was the nurturing environment and the
teachers’ thoughtful approach that made all the difference” Sravya expresses with
gratitude.

For Sravya, one of the biggest lessons from her child’s Montessori journey is how it
has positively shaped their daily life. She shares that their routines have become
more natural and their overall lifestyle has become easier and more meaningful. She
thoughtfully says, “What truly stands out is how the Montessori environment respects
children’s natural curiosity and helps them build important life skills. These learnings
don’t stay within the classroom; it continues to show up in how they behave and grow
at home, while you're at work, or even while you're traveling.”

In one of the instances when her daughter noticed that two of her friends weren’t
speaking to each other, she calmly stepped in and gently reminded one of them, “It’s
okay to fight, but not at the cost of losing a friend.” In another instance, when a boy in
her friend’s circle wore nail polish and was laughed at, she stood up for him, saying
it was his personal choice and that teasing someone over such things wasn’t kind.
These moments may seem small, but they reflect something deeper. Whether she’s
resolving conflicts, standing up for others, or caring for those around her, these
actions are shaped by the thoughtful and respectful environment she experiences
every day - both at school and at home.

VIVEK HIGH

SPK JAIN
‘rw RISTIC
ACADEMY
JFA MONTESSORI
TEACHER TRAINING CENTRE - KOLKATA
An AMI Affiliated Host Centre

ACCREDITED BY AMI, NETHERLANDS
———=8
UPCOMING
AMI PRIMARY DIPLOMA COURSE (3-6)

l. ADMISSIONS OPEN

- Enquire Now!

> -5y
AT

y ——

AMI ELEMENTARY DIPLOMA COURSE (6-12)
ONGOING

N, T

“ 91634 22224 mttc.admissions@jfaedu.com

www.jainfuturisticacademy.com/mttc/

MONTESSORI INSTITUTE
Affiliated to Association Montessori Intemationale (AMI) The Netherlands
Become an Internationally Certified Educator

Bhagwant Singh Charitable Trust Brings
The First and Only
AMI Montessori Training Centre in North India

*;.' >
: %’i‘;

Empowering Minds, Nurturing Futures

3 November 2025 to 15 November 2025
Trainer

Ms. Kavya Chandrasekhar Mariswamy, Director of Training

UPCOMING COURSES IN 2026

Ms. Neelima Mhaskar
Director of Training

Ms. Dipa Sreekumar
Co-Trainer
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Stories from Casa

Anju Asokan
Time and again, children bestow us with moments of absolute wonder. This series follows such instances in the Primary (3-6
years) classroom reinforcing faith in the work that we do with children and the collective community.

“There can be no doubt of the fact that a child absorbs an enormous number of impressions from his environment and that external
help given to this natural instinct kindles within him a lively enthusiasm. In this way education can be a real help to the natural
development of the mind. ” - Maria Montessori, The Discovery of the Child, Indian Montessori Foundation, Pg 261

A group of four members decided to work
with the decimal operations, to perform
division. As the group almost finished the
process, they began summarising. One of
the members, a 4.11 year old said “My friend
took the dividend and we shared equally. The
dividend became 3 quotients.” She then spent
a moment in contemplation and pondered
out loud “We took the quotient away from
her dividend tray, is this also subtraction?”
realising that dividing a number by another
is the same as repeatedly subtracting and
that technically, both are reducers of

quantity in different formats.
v - _ [ ]

Photo Courtesy: Da Vinci Montessori School

REGISTRATIONS OPEN
SIXTH AMI ONLINE ELEMENTARY ORIENTATION COURSE

A" I nd i a Plot# - 125, Vignarajapuram

2nd Main Road, Vengaivasal,

CO ra I . H Chennai - 600 073
GROUPSEQ Distributors of

98416 89808 /
ol I M F coralgroups@outlook.com

foundation
- -
Pu b l ications www.montessori-india.org/store

Conducted by
Prabha Karthik
(6-12) AMI Trainer

Dates: 25, 29 August, 1,5,8,12,15,19,22,26,29
September, 2 October, 2025
(Monday and Friday format) 12 online sessions.

AMI DIPLOMA (3-6 years) @

Teacher Training Course
offered by
i

*1:' SIR RATAN TATA INSTITUTE
sease s u p rql q saas * Register now! Limited seats available.

Montessari Study Centre
A Unit of Abacus Trust

Timings: 4:30pm to 7:30pm (IST)

org
org

Phone:9972866443/08043028414

Supraja Montessori Study Centre, Chennai

Phone: (91) (44) 988 46 69104

i-mumbai.org/

Email : admin@suprajamontessori.org

Website : https://suprajamontessori.org/

For details contact:

Sir Ratan Tata institute (Annex) 35,
Huges road, Mumbai-400007
Email:zarinmalva@gmail.com

+91 9664031327, 9619964115
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What Brought me to Montessori!

Meera Ghelani

Many times Montessori is something that we stumble upon! And once we do, we begin to see children in
a new light, wishing we had known before. In this space, Montessori Guides from varied backgrounds
share their Montessori journeys.

A phone call with a mutual friend was the key that since then opened many doors for Ashima

Ashima Sheth has been an Elementary guide for 13 years and founded the Oubaitori
Montessori Programs. She was introduced to the world of Montessori through a friend. Post
her graduation, a college friend suggested she call her friend, who had done ‘some Montessori
course’. “That was my very first exposure to the word she reminisces.” The call was short and
inspiring and held words like freedom, life skills and was different from other teacher training
courses. “Even though I didn't do much research, sometimes you just know - this is it!”

Most of what she encountered was unexpected - the strength of the philosophy, the clarity,
purpose and depth in the methodology, the diligence of analysis of movements for the primary
class, the simplicity and the intelligence of the materials and encountering such strong
practitioners of the approach.

One of her moments of epiphany was while she was doing the Elementary Course with AMI Trainer Ann Dunne. During one of
the sessions she had shared her personal story in the class and that made Ashima reflect on the pressure of knowing everything
as a teacher. Ann had said that when a child had asked her a question that she didn't know the answer to, she simply said, “Sorry
I don't know." The child then replied, "But aren't you the teacher? Aren't you supposed to know?” To that she replied, "No. [ don't
know everything. We can look it up together." That shifted something very big for me.

When Ashima witnesses how beautifully the purpose of the method meets the needs of the child, she is inspired to do better
everyday!

Cradle Song

Sarojini Naidu

From groves of spice, Sweet, shut your eyes, Dear eyes, good-night,

O'er fields of rice, The wild fire-flies In golden light

Athwart the lotus-stream, Dance through the fairy neem;  The stars around you gleam;
[ bring for you, From the poppy-bole Onyou I press

Aglint with dew For you I stole With soft caress

Alittle lovely dream. Alittle lovely dream. Alittle lovely dream.
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Nature Snap

Nature in all its vastness and minuteness,

seen through the eyes of children!

“Banyan and its beauty”

Hasini Ganesh, 14 years

IIT Madras

Songs for the
Elementary

I am The Earth Song: A song written and

arranged by Glyn Lehmann

[ am the Earth - Song

[m]

Lyrics - I Am The Earth

Glyn Lehmann

I am the river flowing

I am the desert dry

I am the four winds blowing
I am the sunset sky

I am the forest breathing
I am the ocean wide

I am the storm clouds
gathering

I am the mountain high

I am the Earth
I am the Earth
I am the Earth
I am the Earth

We are the children growing
You are the place we live
We are the seed you're
sowing

We are the life you give

I am the Earth
(You're in our hands)
I am the Earth
(We're in your care)
I am the Earth
(Together we stand)

I am the Earth

(This moment in time we
share)

We share the future
Stand side by side

I am the Earth

(You're in our hands)

I am the Earth

(We're in your care)

I am the Earth

(Together we stand)

I am the Earth

(This moment in time we
share)

I am the river flowing

We are the children growing
I am the desert dry

You are the place we live

I am the four winds blowing
We are the seed you're
sowing

I am the sunset sky

We are the life you give

I am the forest breathing
We will be your voice

I am the storm clouds
gathering

We will make the choice
One Earth, one people
We'll turn the tide

And in the future
They'll say with pride
One Earth, one people
We turned the tide

Side by side x3

Performed by Elementary Children of GM
International - Mumbai

[m]

THE TOUCH BOARD || 7


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B5cb2Iz0mgbDcJJRMhh1tKJUQBzp244L/view

Volume 17 | Issue 2 August 2025

EVENTS 2025-26

Ortire

Sat [ 23 August 2025 Volunteering for IMFg Working together for a thriving community @ Online
{ Exclusive Talk for
Sat [ 30 August 2025 : Ff;ggzli‘;eSc%ooj;gr i Fostering a collaborative Montessori Community : @ Online
Sat | 20 September 2025 Talk Nourishing Body and Spirit: The Child’s Journey with Food @ Online
Sat [ 19 October 2025 Talk Navigating the Adolescent years @ Online
.......................................... P PP S TP PP PP

Sat [ 15 November 2025 Talk i Helping Children Grow in Harmony @ Online
Sat [ 6 December 2025 Orientation Work of the Indian Montessori Foundation @ Online

- : : : . Onsite -
Fri[23 January 2026 i  CONFERENCE : Seventh National Montessori Conference: SAPARYA :

Sat [ 24 January 2026 Mumbai
......................................... O O - O O U SO L SO O U U SO O SO SO OO SRS o
Sat | 21 February 2026 g;(;‘élgzii‘;)e;cw%g(o%r i Designing a Prepared Outdoor Environment @ Online

DONATE GENEROUSLY TO IMF! BECOME AN IMF FLAGSHIP SCHOOL!

Your donation will help us keep our work of Spread the Montessori philosophy
reaching Montessori ideas to children and Support AMI in its Bold Goal initiative
families alive. Help increase AMI trained educators in our country!

Friend of IMF | Silver card
2 years validity - 32000

Donor benefits: Special access to donor's
section on the IMF website; 16 issues of the
newsletter; 2 issues of the annual journal;

Free entry to all IMF talks Here's how we can help:

Friend of IMF | Gold card School listing on the IMF website
iditv - Free entry to all IMF talks for all parents and staff
& VeI g7 = R D Job listings in the IMF website
Donor benefits: Special access to donor's ..and so much more!
section on the IMF website; 40 issues of the

newsletter; 5 issues of the annual journal; - *
Free entry to all IMF talks At Rs. 4500 per academic year

Here's what you can do:

Publicise IMF and the AMI training centres on your websites/social
media
Encourage your community to participate in all IMF events

) 3248010258 Visit www.montessori-india.org or contact the School Connect
S Team at imfschoolconnect@gmail.com for more details

@ info@montessori-india.org *each branch/campus of a school

THE TOUCH BOARD TEAM

Reporting Team Editorial Team Layout Design Social Media Coordinator
Swathi Ragavendran | Meera Ghelani Roopa Sundar Anju Asokan Tarunya Gouthaman
Kavneet Chadha | Vidhya Ramalingam Ekta Kanal
Trustees

Shirley Madhavan Kutty | Kamini Sundaram | Zarin Malva | Sharan Sirur | Kapil Viswanathan
Rukmini Ramachandran | Umashankar Kenche | Pavan Goyal | Nishant Gupta

Do send us an article that you wish to share, to thetouchboard@gmail.com

Reach the School Connect team at imfschoolconnect@gmail.com



