
- Vidhya Ramalingam  

The long-awaited momentous event, the Fifth National Montessori Conference organised 

by the Indian Montessori Foundation (IMF) took place on February 14 and 15, 2020 at the 

Marriott Convention Centre, Hyderabad. The theme of the conference was,                              

‘Kriya - purposeful work, for self and society’ which brought in eminent National and 

International speakers from both Montessori and non-Montessori backgrounds to explore 

the importance of purposeful work in education across various age groups.  The two-day 

conference witnessed nearly 500 participants from across the country. 

Day one started with the ceremonious lighting of the lamp and a song by children of Anthea 

Montessori School. The gathering was then addressed by Amala Akkineni, Chief Guest of 

the conference and Leela Samson, IMF Trustee. The keynote speaker of the day                       

Dr. Jayaprakash Narayan, General Secretary, Foundation for Democratic Reforms, spoke 

about the shortcomings of our Indian system of education and the immense work that 

needs to be done to bring changes to this system. 

Anahita Gandhi (AMI Trainer - 3 to 6 age level) spoke about the importance of engaging 

young children in meaningful and purposeful work and Jenny Höglund (AMI Trainer - 6 to 

12 age level) spoke about how work aids the adolescent’s capacity to be responsible and a 

contributing individual in society. The day ended with Dr. Akhila Ramnarayan’s speech 

(Divisional Chair, Literature and the Arts, KREA University), which left the participants to 

ponder about critical thinking in education and promoting creativity. 

Day two began with soulful carnatic vocal and raaga jhari performances by the children of 

Bhavishya Montessori School and Samagna Montessori School. Rukmini Ramachandran’s 

(AMI Trainer - 3 to 6 age level) speech triggered our thoughts about the value of human 

work in the past which becomes our culture and its acquisition by children through work, 

while Cheryl Ferreira’s (AMI Trainer - 3 to 6 age levels) speech reminded the participants 

about attending to the psychological needs of the child which is important in his great work 

of constructing a man. The Director of Palar Center for Learning, KFI, G. Gautama’s 

interactive session about action in education made the participants contemplate the idea 

about living responsibly without causing harm outwardly to the environment.  

The participants watched a short documentary movie showcasing Hyderabad’s rich legacy of 

Montessori work.  The video was made to honour and acknowledge the work done by 

many dedicated personalities in the past. This hard work continues today and will continue 

in the future enriching and expanding the Montessori Movement in Hyderabad. The children 

of Cremon Montessori sang “My hand in Your Hand”, a song by Kate Oliver that has been 

chosen by Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) to be sung by children globally to 

celebrate Dr. Montessori’s 150th birth anniversary was a perfect close for the conference. 

Kriya - Fifth National Montessori Conference  
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The conference had stalls that exhibited and sold books of children’s interest, Montessori 

books from Bookmark4U, Montessori didactic materials from KayBee’s and Prathishta 

and non-didactic materials like pouches, boxes, folders and much more. As a small 

gesture to support eco-friendly practices, there were also stalls put up for handloom 

materials such as sarees, dress materials, mats, rugs and bags. 

Keeping in line with IMF’s efforts towards sustainability, eco-friendly practices and 

reducing waste production, only soft copies of the programme booklet were circulated. 

Participants were requested to carry their own notepads and pens to take notes and to 

carry their own water bottles and reusable cloth bags for their purchases from the stalls. 

The example set at this conference by implementing eco-friendly practices and reducing 

waste production will be a perfect forerunner for the other events to come.    

Kudos to the IMF team, Montessori Training and Research Trust (MTRT) and the whole 

vibrant Montessori community of Hyderabad that helped in conducting the conference! 

We are delighted to inform our readers that the Sixth National Montessori Conference 

has been scheduled to be held in 2022, in Bangalore. 

T H E  T O U C H  B O A R D  

What the Participants thought ! 

 

“With the well-planned IMF 

conference, the growing           

Montessori community in                  

Hyderabad had an                      

opportunity to gain insights, 

learn about its long history, 

and feel inspired about the 

future. The early pioneers 

who struggled to establish 

Montessori in Hyderabad 

would have been thrilled at 

the community’s unity and 

momentum in 2020. ”                        

RAHUL BHUSHAN,                                          
LUMBINI  MONTESSORI HOUSE 
OF CHILDREN, HYDERABAD  

 

“The jist of the whole conference for me was to 

wake up, observe, reflect, rethink, implement.... 

All the time keeping the child in focus, especially 

now in a world environment created by incomplete 

humans that is punching humanity from all              

angles in various aspects.”     

                                                                                          

 

        DEEPALI SHAH, DA VINCI MONTESSORI, MUMBAI  
 

“The speakers wonderfully presented  the true 

'kriya' of the adult, the cosmic task of the adult 

that must be       performed to aid the child during 

his growing stages, keeping his needs in mind. 

Also, thank you Hyderabad for being a wonderful 

host."                                                      

JENIE JOSEPH THARAYIL, REDWOOD MONTESSORI 
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Through a Toddler’s Eyes  
In this column, we bring to you Janani’s reflections and practical ideas focusing on the child 

between the ages of birth and three years.  

 

- Janani Rajyasri Bhuvaneshwaran  

 
 

TALK MORE! THE IMPORTANCE OF CONVERSATIONS WITH CHILDREN 

 

Conversations are a magical exchange of words that pull 

people together, allow them to tune in, express ideas and feel 

connected. However, conversations which come naturally 

when we interact with adults do not flow as smoothly with 

children. We instruct children, telling them what to do or 

what not to do. We rarely go to their level or look them in 

the eye when we speak. We prompt and hasten them, 

correcting their pronunciations and finishing their sentences. 

All of these 'non-versations' end up robbing children of what 

it means to engage in dialogue. 

 

The Impact of Conversations in the Early Years  

Conversations help build neuronal connections in the brain. The human brain is wired to 

communicate, and the quality of early exposure decides how many connections are formed 

in their brains. When we compare conversations with instructions, we can mark out that 

conversations help children think, process, visualise and respond. Apart from helping build 

the brain, conversations lay the foundation for social and emotional development in young 

children. When children engage in conversations, their brains are able to tune in with us. 

They reach a state of neural synchrony - an ideal ground for learning.  

 

Both quantity as well as quality of words matter in early childhood. The more repetitive 

our words, the more children hear them being used. Likewise, the more diverse their 

experiences, the more varied the vocabulary we can offer them.  

 

How can we hold Conversations with Little Children? 

 
Serve & Return is a connection that gets established between an adult and child much 
like in a game of badminton. The first step is to serve: observe the child’s interest and 
acknowledge it. We then return with a response that continues the conversation keeping 
the serve & return flowing smoothly.  
 
One of the best ways to communicate is by using every Experience as an Opportunity 
to have a conversation. When accompanied with rich vocabulary, experiences solidify 
language in early childhood. 
 
When we Recall, Recollect, Retell and Relive, we bring experiences back to the 
child’s mind and support them with more conversations and vocabulary. These help 
children make further connections and expand their vocabulary.  
 
When we talk TO a child, we are having a monologue. When we alter our approach and 
talk WITH children, we shift the dynamics from a monologue to a dialogue. Talking 
WITH not only involves values their contribution, but also shows children to listen, 
understand, process and respond -  keys in the art of communicating!  
 
Business talk is the crisp and short phrases we say to children countless times in a day. 
But, Conversations with Extra Fittings, expressions, intonations and words tune 
children in, helping them maintain attention and absorb language in its entirety. 

 

About the Author:  
 
Janani currently lives 
in California and is 
trained in both the  0-3 
and 3-6 age levels. She 
has also worked with 
children at both age 
levels. She is currently 
in  the  process of  
finishing her Masters 
in Montessori                
Education at the Early              
Childhood Level.    
Janani has also                 
recently  started a 
small blog called     
SrishtiEd 
(www.srishtied.com) 
in hopes of connecting 
with more families of 
young children. She 
loves working with the 
youngest children and 
their families and feels 
that the importance of 
the first three years 
needs to be taken to 
the wider society. In 
her spare time, she 
loves cooking for her 
family and friends ;                    
creating new recipes 
for young children to 
become independent 
in the kitchen!  

http://www.srishtied.com/
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Tree Stories  
- Bhanupriya Mohan 
  
Nature Lover, Home Maker, Freelance Writer  

 

 

“I lived on a campus in Agra where there was an abundance of nature. It was a delight to observe 

the children enjoying nature’s bounty. It created a lasting impression on my mind and heart. I share 

my love for trees, children, people and memories that are a part of me through these experiences.” 

 

 

 

 

THE TAMARIND 

It was indeed a unique school built on sand with ratchet roofed circular mud class rooms and plenty of trees. 

Most often classes were held under the trees with students sitting comfortably on the soft sand. Prayers,                

meetings, discussions, competitions, practice for events etc were held in the  circular Tapovanam (place for                

meditatiton) which had black Kadappa (black stones) flooring, with stone benches placed along the                            

circumference. It was encircled by fully grown lush tamarind trees. It was an oasis of serenity and peace in the        

early mornings as the school chanted their prayers standing in rows and then a veritable circus during lunch break 

when the boys could be seen playing in the sand and very often climbing the trees for some fresh sweet and sour 

tamarind - picture of contrast indeed.  

 

The boys invariably climbed up the trees in a jiffy and would drop the plucked tamarind fruit into eager hands 

waiting below. What a post lunch snack it would make when pounded and mixed with salt and chilli powder. A 

little goes a long way ….Squatting on the Tapovanam floor, little paper packets of salt and chilli unfolded, a stone 

helped with pounding the tamarind …. and a dozen odd eager hands pushed their way for a tiny ball of this sour 

sweet deliciousness.  
 

It was not just the tangy tamarind fruit but the tender leaves were also much sought after. One need not climb 

the tree, these fresh green leaves could be plucked on the go from low hanging branches.  

 

Lunch over, it was time for some sport. Hari had 

climbed the highest branch of one of the trees and Sujoy 

was up another tree and Raghu on another tree… that is 

when they decided to play “catch me if you can“ by 

swinging from branch to branch with agility that would 

have a monkey stare in    amazement. Then it happened! 

Hari who was swinging          between trees caught his 

shirt in a branch, it ripped apart resulting in his                    

catapulting towards the floor below. It was sheer luck 

that he escaped with a broken front tooth and a bloody 

nose. A misadventure that no one forgot in a hurry and 

led to an unspoken ban on tree climbing in the                       

Tapovanam…. “well if you wanted to climb trees it made 

sense to climb one that had soft sand around it to cush-

ion a fall!“ observed a wise 6 year old nodding her head 

in disapproval at the careless boys. Peace returned to             

Tapovanam as the tamarind branches swayed gently in 

the breeze.  
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T H E  T O U C H  B O A R D  

IMF Events  

MUMBAI 

- Meera Ghelani 

 

On January 16, 2020 Anahita Gandhi, Director of Training at the                

Montessori Institute of Bangalore (MIB) shared many aspects of                       

supporting emerging independence with teachers and parents at the KGT 

International School.  

Ranjana Kapadia, a parent of a young child discovered how simple things 

like setting up the home allowing access to their bed and drinking water, 

offering limited choices and collaborating with them till they can get to a 

point of  doing it themselves aided the child’s developing independence and 

will. For Kinjal Madnani, a teacher, the talk reiterated how rewards and 

punishments for behaviour do not allow the child to be true to themselves, 

serving as a deterrent to self-discipline.  

 

CHENNAI 

-Aditi Ganesh 
       

The Second Annual Volunteers Meeting of the 

Indian Montessori Foundation (IMF) was held 

on January 25, 2020 in Chennai. Trustees, 

event coordinators, members of the                    

Touchboard and Montessori Matters team, IMF         

office staff and the website admins got together 

to discuss how the year went by and plan 

ahead for the upcoming academic year                

2020-21.  

 

-Aditi Ganesh 
 

The first ever AMI 6-12 Foundation Course, a full time programme to help understand the 

development of children, is commencing on 19 August, 2020 at Navadisha Montessori 

Foundation, Chennai. It is AMI’s new offering that would take place every year for a period 

of five weeks between August and September. The programme focuses on the philosophy 

underpinning Montessori practice, materials in the four areas focussing on the aims and 

practical skills useful in interacting with 3-6 year old children in Montessori schools. This is 

an essential requirement prior to taking the AMI Montessori 6-12 Course. This certificate 

course will have no exams but the students will be required to complete few hours of                       

observation and submit assignments on the given dates.  

 

For further details; 

Website - www.navadisha.org 

Phone - 9884669104 

Anahita Gandhi giving a 

talk on ‘Supporting the 

emerging independence 

of the child’  

Trustees & Volunteers deeply engaged in                  

discussion  

AMI 6-12 Foundation Course !  

http://www.navadisha.org
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- Karuna Garuda 
 

We got back home after a month of travel. My 22-month-old toddler enjoyed being exposed to the various    

environments and cultures of life during our travels. We tried our level best to help her be independent.    

However, without a set space and no proper rhythm, she didn’t have much of a choice to do most of the things 

that she usually does at home.  

 At home, the moment she woke up, the first thing she did was give a quick run of her room. She went to her 

book corner, picked out a book and wanted to be read. She later entered the kitchen and set up her chopping 

board and a plate. She climbed up her stool and got hold of a banana from the fruit basket. She chose a knife 

from her shelf. First she peeled the banana, placed each peel one at a time on the plate and went on to cut the 

fruit.  

Once she was done, she moved onto another task and didn’t wind up right away. After she was done with her 

activity, I invited her to put away the items used. She threw the banana peels in the dustbin and didn’t want to 

do the rest. I didn’t force her to put it away. I continued to clean up with the invitation still being open. It was 

time to eat breakfast, she picked the plate she wanted to eat from. She set up her contents on her child sized 

table and began eating. She spilled a few drops of water while drinking. She immediately ran to the kitchen to 

bring out her mopping cloth to wipe up the spill. Once she finished wiping, she went and put it back on the 

hook. 

I couldn’t help but admire the role a prepared environment plays in facilitating independence for a child.                

Surprisingly, it starts from birth. During the initial months we had a designated space for her materials - few 

musical instruments and a couple of books placed in separate baskets. When she was 2 months old, it was 

amazing to observe her eye movements to communicate her need to use the materials! Post 3 months she 

made an effort to roll to her low shelf and explore the carefully chosen materials. At 6 months she found joy in 

crawling all the way to the book corner and getting her hands on the books. Post 7 months she loved to pull 

herself up on her shelf to work and explore the child safe materials. At the age of 1, she found joy in being able 

to explore the garden outside and come back when she was done. At 15 months she liked to set her table and 

serve her own meal. At 18 months she enjoyed being involved in meal preparations for herself, friends and       

family. At 20 months she liked to wash dishes. However, it’s been a process to get here. It’s been the road of 

constant observation, facilitation, modeling and lots of freedom with limits. 

Prepared Environment for Toddler Independence at Home                                       

- A Mother’s Anecdote  

The Prepared Environment aiding the child in the path to Independence  
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CHENNAI 
 

-Aditi Ganesh & Pooja Giri 
 
 

Navadisha Montessori Foundation 

(NMF) saw teachers, students, special 

educators, librarians and professionals 

in the field of education, come together 

for interactive and insightful workshops 

on ‘Freedom & Responsibility - An 

Essential Balance in the Montessori 

Elementary’ and ‘Supporting a Dyslexic 

Child in Montessori’ on January 11 and 

February 1, 2020 respectively. They 

were conducted by Alison Awes, 

Director of Elementary Training at the 

Montessori Center of Minnesota.  

 

She spoke about the different aspects of freedom provided in a Montessori environment, 

conditioned with discipline and responsibility practiced side by side. Shilpa Natarajan, a 

teacher, felt the importance of following a child and intervening only when the need arises 

and Preetha Badrinaraya, a parent of a soon to be elementary child was taken aback by the 

idea that when things are not going right, it is important to first look at oneself and see 

how we have compromised on the Montessori principles, recognising the obstacles on the 

path of the child's development.  

 

In the later workshop, Alison clearly outlined and gave statistical validation of the 

term ‘Dyslexia’, - the term not only connected to language. She explained the 

psychological and learning difficulties faced by the child and how to support the same using 

practical examples which helped put theory into a practical context. The participants 

engaged in activities to get a bird’s eye view on dyslexia at the end of which they felt 

frustration, helplessness and inability to convey their thoughts, the feelings of a dyslexic 

child. It was a workshop that was useful across the planes!  

 

HYDERABAD 
 

-Vidhya Ramalingam 
 

Vision 2020 - Celebrating 150 years of Montessori 
 

To commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of Maria Montessori, the Montessori 

Training and Research Trust (MTRT) has drafted a programme called ‘Vision 2020’. This is 

a series of academic and non-academic programmes to be held throughout this year. To 

commence Vision 2020 activities, MTRT had organised and sponsored a programme called 

‘Cooking with Millets’ for all the Heads of Montessori Schools at the Indian 

Institute of Millet Research on January 18, 2020 to emphasize the importance 

of shifting to millet based diet and creating awareness about the benefits  of 

millets production and its  nutritional value. 
 

The full day programme included an introductory session about millets 

followed by cooking demonstration of delicious and healthy recipes like 

bisibele bath, idlis, payasam, cupcakes and rotis. The participants were also 

given hands-on experience in preparing the millet dishes. Dipa Sreekumar, a 

participant felt that the day was packed listening to experts, cooking and eating 

food made of millets and understanding the process of making ready to eat 

      millet products.  

City Events  

Participants  enthusiastically                 

preparing jowar roti 

Alison Awes addressing a packed audience at                   

Navadisha Montessori Foundation 
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AMI Primary and Elementary Assistants’ Certificate Course  

- Vidhya Ramalingam 

 

The Montessori Training and Research Trust 

(MTRT) greeted this year with its 5th AMI                  

Primary Assistants’ Certificate Course which was 

held in its premises at Jeedimetla from January 6 

to 24, 2020. Around 50 students from                       

Hyderabad, Raichur, Bangalore, Kargil, Leh and 

Ladak attended the 3 weeks course directed by 

Teenaz Reporter who highlighted the importance 

of an adult as an assistant to the child’s                     

development. Sabitha Kolla, a student from              

Bangalore felt that the course has guided her      

towards a broader perspective of looking at the different ways to prepare the environment, and how joyful an 

adult’s role can be in the environment.   

 

MTRT is also all set for its first Elementary Assistants’ Certificate Course in Hyderabad. The course will be                

conducted by Madhavi Gaddam from March 23 to April 3, 2020. Madhavi is India’s first Auxiliary Trainer at the 

Elementary level and has done her AMI training at 3-6 and 6 - 12 levels. She has a vast experience of working with 

children at both levels and currently runs her school, Medha Montessori in Hyderabad. The course work will    

consist of lectures, readings and discussion, practical sessions and observation. Upon completion of the course 

requirements, participants will be awarded a certificate from Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) and will 

be qualified to assist in an elementary classroom. 

 

For registration and further information please contact 08297263546 (Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm) or                   

+91-9440233288 (Saturdays 9am to 4pm) or visit www.montessorihyderabad.org  or write to                             

elementarycourse@montessorihyderabad.org 

 
 

MUMBAI  

 

AMI Elementary Assistants’ Certificate Course  

-  Meera Ghelani 

The very first Elementary Assistants course in Mumbai was              

conducted at the Sir Ratan Tata Institute (RTI) by Madhavi     

Gaddam who is the first elementary auxiliary trainer for in India. 

She  runs Medha Montessori School in Hyderabad and has vast 

experience in both the primary (3-6 years) and elementary (6-12 

years) environments. The 15 day course which commenced on 

January 27, had 30 students from different parts of the country 

and 2 students from Vietnam.  

Neetu Singhal, mother of a 6 year old expressed her                        

satisfaction with the course as it gave her insights into the needs, 

characteristics and tendencies of the second plane child. Another 

student Nilima Mathrani from Bandra added that she now           

understood the idea of the role of an adult as a storyteller and inspiration for the voraciously curious mind.              

Ninad Dhawale, an architect by profession, who underwent this training on his wife’s advice felt that it was a       

gratifying cognitive experience and quoted that “Montessori education which believes in following the child is the only 

way towards the betterment of the society.” 

 

Having had a taste of the elementary course, quite a few of them were inspired to take up the diploma. There 

were also many primary trained teachers who thoroughly appreciated this additional learning. The course ended 

on February 13, with certificates being presented to the students by Zarin Malva, the Director of Training at RTI.  

Students of the 5th Primary Assistants’ Course with the Training Team 

Students of the very first Elementary Assistants’ Course                    

in Mumbai ! 

http://www.montessorihyderabad.org/
http://www.montessorihyderabad.org/
mailto:elementarycourse@montessorihyderabad.org
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AMI Membership 

Membership to Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) is open to everyone! Become a part of a worldwide 
community dedicated to the recognition of the unique nature of childhood, natural human development and the rights 

of the child. Discounted rates to events, AMI eBulletins and Journals are some of the benefits a member receives. AMI 
membership is an individual membership and is not available to schools, universities, and other educational 

organisations.  

Membership fees begin at 40 euros. 

To join, please visit www.montessori-ami.org 

Butterfly Series  
 

We bring to you a butterfly series in the format of ‘Who am I?’ -  A great way to introduce common butterflies that 

children see often in their natural environment.  

- Tarunya Gouthaman 

 

 

 

 

Who am I? 

      

 

My scientific name is Junonia Hierta and I belong to the 

Nymphalid butterfly family. We are usually seen in open 

scrub and grassland habitats. My wings are so unique 

and colourful, everyone remembers the pansy flower 

when they see me!  The male butterflies have a bright 

yellow upper side, the forewing has a broad triangular 

jet-black projections and the hindwing has a brilliant 

blot spot which cannot be missed. The female                  

butterflies are similar although the colours are duller. 

Guess who am I? 

http://www.montessori-ami.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donate generously to IMF!  
 
 

Your donation will help us keep our work of reaching Montessori ideas to children and 

families alive! 
 

For more information, contact : 8248010258 or email us at info@montessori-india.org   
 

 

Touch Board Team   
 

Editorial Team - Roopa Sundar & Tarunya Gouthaman  

Reporting Team - Aditi Ganesh, Kavneet Chadha, Meera Ghelani & Vidhya Ramalingam 

Layout Designer - Priyanka Kumar  

Advertising Coordinators– Archana Narayanan, Jezreena Jezer 

Press Liaison— Khyati Shah  

 

Trustees  - Shirley Madhavan Kutty, Kamini Sundaram, Leela Samson, Zarin Malva, Rukmini 

Ramachandran 

New opportunity to reach the Montessori community! 

 

The Montessori community is growing! Parents are more aware of Montessori education than ever before. 

The Indian Montessori Foundation (IMF) publishes The Touch Board (newsletter, 8 issues: July, August, 

September, October, November, January, February, March) and Montessori Matters (Annual Journal).  

Communication to target the Montessori community can be published as per the following new tariff.  

  

The Touch Board (colour; 6 x 8 cms) 

  
Montessori Matters (black and white; [full page] 20 x 12cms)  

 

 

 

The advertisements can be sent to thetouchboard@gmail.com to reach us on or before the 5th of the 

1 issue ₹ 500 

4 issues ₹1500 

8 issues ₹2800 

1 issue ₹1000 

Answer to the Question in the Butterfly Series:  Yellow Pansy  

      

mailto:thetouchboard@gmail.com

