
As we approach August 31st, we fondly remember Maria Montessori and 

her philosophy that many of us have internalized in our daily lives. A day, 

for us to look back and reflect on her principles that shifted our 

perspective on child development. We share tidbits of her life and work 

that remind us the reason we chose to remain on this path as caregivers 

and educators of the next generation.  

Maria Montessori was born in Ancona, Italy, in 1870.  She moved to Rome when she was 12 and 

the only career option available for women at that time, was to become a teacher. Montessori’s 

interests varied from mathematics to engineering to biology, so she finally decided to pursue 

medicine and was the first woman to graduate in 1896 from the University of Rome Medical 

School. She joined the University’s clinic and as part of her duties, she visited children committed 

to the asylums and was convinced that they could benefit from special education. Montesssori 

started studying the work of pioneers Jean Itard and Edouard Seguin. 

 

Montessori was named director of the State Orthophrenic School in 1889.  Working with the 

children there for two years, she taught, prepared new materials, made notes and observations 

and reflected on her work.  She considered these two years as her ‘true degree’ in education and 

found that children could learn many things that had seemed impossible. This conviction led 

Montessori to devote her energies to the field of education for the remainder of her life.  

“The child's development follows a path of successive stages of independence, and our knowledge of this 

must guide us in our behaviour towards him. We have to help the child to act, will and think for himself. 

This is the art of serving the spirit, an art which can be practised to perfection only when working among 

children.” - Maria Montessori | The Absorbent Mind 

Montessori continued her studies in philosophy, psychology and anthropology at 

the University of Rome and served on the staff of the Women’s Training College 

in Rome, practiced in clinics and hospitals. In 1907, she took up the opportunity 

to work with 60 children in the age group    3-7 years in a day care centre of a 

housing project at the slum section of San Lorenzo, Italy. There was sparse 

furniture and the only education equipment was the pieces of sensorial apparatus 

Montessori had used with the specially abled children. She gradually introduced 

some sandpaper letters to manipulate, and trace over with their fingers.  Some 

children eventually began to connect sounds with the letters, and to try to sound 

out and put together words.  Soon they had taught themselves to write.  

 

The process was interesting as it was spontaneous, the direction of the activity belonged to the 

children, the usual process of reading preceding writing was reversed and the children involved 

were only four and five years old. 

 
This was a turning point in Montessori’s journey of discovering children’s behavior and she soon 
started a second school in San Lorenzo, a third in Milan and a fourth in Rome. By 1909 many 
schools across Italy and Switzerland had adopted Montessori’s methods.  
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Continued…. 
 
Montessori’s words and work spread across the globe. She travelled to many places 
establishing schools and teacher training centers, lecturing and writing. The first 
comprehensive account of her work, The Montessori Method, was published in 1909. 
The Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) was set up to monitor Montessori 
work across various countries today.  
 
Montessori received many honorary degrees and tributes for her work and passed 
away in 1952 at Netherlands.  

 
“The study of the child… may have an infinitely wider influence, extending to all human questions. In 
the mind of the child we may find the key to progress….” Maria Montessori | The Secret of Childhood 
 

 

HYDERABAD  WORKSHOP  

 
- Vidhya Ramalingam  
 

 

An apt workshop for the beginning of the year, ‘Receiving New Children’ was organized by 
the Montessori Research and Training Trust (MTRT) on June 22, 2019.  More than a 
hundred teachers from the Montessori community attended the workshop, eager to 
revitalize themselves for the new school year.  
 
Teenaz Reporter, Director of Training, reviewed the Montessori theoretical principles 
and the practicality of it. She said that, if one remembers the task of the first plane child 
and if there is a harmonious balance of the three aspects - namely preparing the child’s 

family, preparing the adult and preparing the environment, then the reception of the 
children will be smooth and hassle free.  
 
Gayathri Kanipakam who is enthusiastic about receiving new children felt that the 
discussions about phasing in the children, a day’s routine, stories and songs and just 
reminding oneself to have a good spirit was very useful.  
 
CHENNAI WORKSHOP  

 
-Akila Ramasamy 
 

 

On July 6, 2019 a workshop was held at Navadisha Montessori 
Foundation (NMF) on ‘Reading, Writing and Research - The Continuum 
from Primary to Elementary’. The trainers began with an introduction to 
language that brought out how reading and writing was related to 
speaking and listening.  
 

Participants from different schools were then combined into groups 
to do research work based on different topics chosen by them from books, charts and 
internet that was available as sources for information. This paved the way to put 
ourselves in the shoes of children, exploring together as a group.  
 
The brainstorming session led us to apprehend many more aspects of how a research 
work should be done and how we can help children do it effectively, bringing in the idea 
that going out is an extension of children’s research work. 
 
 

T H E  T O U C H  B O A R D  

City Events  
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- Bhanupriya Mohan 

  

Nature Lover, Home Maker, Freelance Writer  

 

 

“I lived on a campus in Agra where there was an abundance of nature. It was a delight to observe 

the children enjoying nature’s bounty. It created a lasting impression on my mind and heart. I share 

my love for trees, children, people and memories that are a part of me through these experiences.” 

 

 

 

The Chinese Orange  
 

Winter time was full of excitement as the ripe Chinese oranges glowed in shades of golden yellow to orange, 

making the tree look festive with the orange bunches looking like mini setting suns. They were green few weeks 

ago and the children had walked past the tree the whole week to check when the green orbs would ripen. And 

there it was finally!! The young faces glowed brighter than the oranges. The adults wondered how they could eat 

such sour fruit, that too with total glee.  

 

It was the only mandarin orange tree on the campus. The ‘orangeade’ party was well under progress. Nikhila in 

whose garden the tree stood had invited all her friends. Surabhi, Soshi, Shikha and Preeti her best friends and 

others too. The girls got busy squeezing the little fruits for juice. The oranges though ripe needed a good 

quantity of sugar to make it palatable. Soshi stirred in cup full of sugar in the juice jar and girls took turns tasting 

it,” Aah too sour”, said one as the sourness spread across her face … another cup of sugar and some salt went 

in and finally they were satisfied. Under the orange tree they had their party.  

 

After the party, each child carried home a bag full of oranges for making pickles. 

Nothing like the katta meeta (sweet and sour), orange pickle to eat along with 

paratha for their lunch boxes.  

 

The orange tree also had some special winged friends. The peacocks sometimes 

tried to eat them. The female koel would perch on the tree and pecked at the 

fruits with relish. The babblers never really ate them but loved to chatter in its 

shade .  

 

* Photo courtesy - Internet 

- Aditi Ganesh  

The 14th Primary Assistants Course conducted in Navadisha Montessori                  

Foundation (NMF) from June 19 to July 3, 2019 was attended by teachers, parents 

and adults interested in child development. The training team which included 

Rukmini Ramachandran, Hemalatha Rangarajan, Ramya Sridhar and Madhavi               

Polipalli discussed various topics focusing on the Montessori principles and the 

role of adults in a prepared environment.  

Gowri K, a parent, felt that the course was helpful to implement many practical 

aspects at home and view education in a new light, while another participant, Ramya Narasimhan felt that the 

trainers brought forward the idea that as adults we should take away pre-conceived notions when it comes to 

supporting the child in his developmental phase and offer freedom with discipline.  

Primary Assistants Course  
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Through a Toddler’s Eyes  
In this column, we bring to you Janani’s reflections and practical ideas focusing on the child 

between the ages of birth and three years.  

 

- Janani Rajyasri Bhuvaneshwaran  

 

The human body loves movement and whenever we give it the opportunity to move 

freely, it releases hormones that regulate our well-being. Although this idea applies to 

adults and children alike, we increasingly find babies spending longer periods of time 

strapped in containers without the freedom to move. Containers are devices that restrict 

a baby’s ability to move, placing a hold on their full body movement and denying access to 

their hands and feet. While it seems fantastic for adults who just want to take a break, the 

problem begins when we consistently find it easier to manage our babies when they are in 

it rather than outside it.  

 

The Problem with Containers 

 

When we repeatedly buckle babies to a container, we give them a distorted image of their 

body. These babies desperately try to move within the constraints of the container and 

their brain begins to include this container as a part of their body image, misrepresenting 

their understanding of just their body in space.  

 

Since containers restrict movement, the opportunities for free movement are less and 

therefore, their interactions with their environment are also less, leading to lesser synaptic 

connections in the growing brain.  

 

A child’s knowledge of the world is built from interactions in it and the world is not the 

same when they are being shown what is what from the confines of a container. Babies 

need to move freely, figure out distance and make efforts to crawl, hold objects in their 

hands and discover their properties to understand themselves and their world.  

 

The human hands are a great tool with the potential to do many things. To reach dexterity 

is not an impossible feat but a journey of discovering the hands and their abilities. If we 

free them from containers, they are closer to reaching these possibilities.  

 

Finding a Balance 

 

For every half hour that our babies spend in containers, we 

must compensate with an hour of absolutely free movement. 

Some containers like strollers are essential in transporting 

babies and it will be helpful to set them free the moment we 

reach our destination. It is also useful to have a movement 

area for babies where they can practice being on their tummy, 

kick and bat objects, crawl and discover their bodies’ immense 

capabilities. Just as it is necessary to let babies explore their 

body in space, it is vital to let them watch people using their hands and legs. This can be 

watching us chop vegetables, use a broom, dance, exercise, knit, paint or wash dishes at 

the sink. 

 

When we give babies enough experience to move freely and watch others move, they 

begin to imitate and gain control over their body. They will have the skill-set and 

confidence to step out of their small space and move in harmony with the rest of life.  

About the Author:  
 
Janani currently lives 

in California and is 
trained in both the  0-3 
and 3-6 age levels. She 
has also worked with 

children at both age 
levels. She is currently 
in  the  process of  
finishing her Masters 

in Montessori Educa-
tion at the Early Child-
hood Level. Janani has 
also recently               
started a small blog 

called SrishtiEd 
(www.srishtied.com) 
in hopes of connecting 
with more families of 

young children. She 
loves working with the 
youngest children and 
their families and feels 

that the importance of 
the first three years 
needs to be taken to 
the wider society. In 

her spare time, she 
loves cooking for her 
family and friends ;                    
creating new recipes 
for young children to 

become independent 

http://www.srishtied.com/
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CHENNAI  

 

-Aditi Ganesh 

 

A talk on ‘Eating Well from the Beginning’ held at The Montessori House on July 18, 2019 

was delivered by Rekha Sudarsan, a consultant and a counsellor with an expertise and many 

years of experience in nutrition and fitness. Parents often have questions about what and 

how much their child should eat and Rekha addressed such concerns and many more.  

 

Some of the points which were an eye opener for many were… 
 

More than two glasses of milk is not needed for children, especially as compensating for  

meals 

No processed foods  

It is better to avoid food items with high fibre content 

Fruits can be had as snack 

 

Being a meat eater, Elizabeth Philip, a parent of a toddler, often wondered if it was 

okay to give meat for her daughter. “I got to know about giving fish and eggs to little 

children, the variety of carbohydrates available and their importance in child’s life. Also, 

making food for children is an art. We must choose the ingredients carefully but also prepare 

the food with love.” 

 

 

 

BANGALORE  
 

- Kavneet Chadha  
 

 

Krsta Montessori hosted the Thursday Talk in Bangalore on July 25, 2019 by Anubha 

Kothari about “Nutrition, the needs of the young child”. Anubha spoke of the 

necessity for people to live healthy lives and using Naturopathy /Nature Cure as the 

basis.  

 

 

She emphasized on being physically and mentally active and developing healthy eating habits from childhood. 

Anubha also answered questions at the end of the talk about milk products and mentioned that the body does 

not require them daily.  

IMF Events 

Workshop on the ‘Principles of the Prepared Environment’  

The Montessori Institute of Bangalore (MIB) in association with Indian Montessori                
Foundation (IMF) is happy to announce a two day workshop (September 20 -21, 2019) at 
Hotel La Marvella, Bangalore on the topic "Principles of the Prepared  Environment” by              
Alison Awes, Director of Elementary Training at the Montessori Center of Minnesota. She 
holds AMI diplomas for Primary and Elementary levels and has taught in both six-to-nine     
& nine-to-twelve classrooms. Alison is an AMI examiner and consultant and has served on 

the boards of private and charter Montessori schools, as well as other organizations including the AMI                       
Elementary Alumni Association. For more information about the workshop, please write to 
course@montessoribangalore.org and visit their website www.montessoribangalore.org.  

mailto:course@montessoribangalore.org
http://www.montessoribangalore.org/
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Montessori in Vulnerable Communities  
In this series, we bring out the work of organisations and individuals who have taken Montessori 

education to disadvantaged communities and closely work in supporting them.  
 

- Vidhya Ramalingam  

 

Focus High School (FHS), situated in the Old City of Hyderabad was started in 2013 by a 

group of philanthropists who wanted to make quality education accessible and affordable 

to common masses. FHS caters to the educational needs of communities in places like 

Hyderabad, Alipur, Meerut, Pune, Lucknow, Kargil, Leh and Srinagar. FHS also makes 

special effort to have dialogue with the management of orphanages and bring about 

changes and impact in the lives of these children. So far FHS has reached 20 schools and 

more than 300 teachers. 

 

“We train teachers and sensitize parents as well in the remote areas regarding active parenting, 

child psychology, importance of child development, importance of play, gender bias, the need for 

life skills and inculcating values. The teachers in these places are first generation learners 

themselves and have limited skills. However they show great enthusiasm to learn Montessori 

methods and implement them in class. To run a school in these vulnerable communities is so 

challenging as the local people think it is a waste of time to hire teachers or allot time in school for 

art, sports or theatre. People have limited networking and finding sponsors and donors is difficult. 

As there is no continuous flow of liquid cash, teachers are paid low and hence the quality of 

teachers in these areas is also poor.”  

- Asma Zaidi, Vice Principal and a Training team member of FHS Outreach Programme 

 

As the FHS team is working in remote areas they had to face a range of challenges. In most 

communities, children enter school after 6 years. Places like Leh, Kargil, Nubra valley are 

inaccessible for 3-4 months in a year because of harsh climate and allows for a maximum of 

160 school days in a year. These places are so remote that internet access, using xerox 

machines, laminating machines is also a challenge. Children and teachers walk up and down 

rough mountain terrain in all kinds of weather in order to go to school. Apart from the 

high cost of Montessori equipment, it is also a challenge to purchase material from a 

metropolitan city and transport it to these remote areas. It involves weeks, sometimes 

months of frantic phone calls, chasing the parcels, blocked roads and other hindrances of 

access.  
 

FHC has been instrumental in setting up a 3-6 years Montessori classroom in Suru Valley in 

Kargil and are in the process of setting up the first children’s community library in Kargil. 

After the FHS teachers outreach programme in the remote areas, teachers are now aware 

of the National Policy of Education and the changes that have been brought and why. The 

programme has helped the teachers to connect to non-profit organizations thus giving 

them direction for further growth and improvement. The teachers are focusing less on 

rote learning, more on hands on skills, manners and values, nature walks, learning through 

rhymes and stories.  
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Continued….. 

Asma requests people to contribute to deserving schools so that they can hire talented, qualified teachers from 

their own locality. It would also be very helpful if people can donate children’s books for early years to set up 

school libraries in these communities. Those interested in supporting FHS can get in touch through the following 

ways: 

Mobile No: +91 7386666713 

Email ID: asma.zaidi@focushighschool.org 

 

To serve Montessori schools and teachers, IMF publishes various educational resource materials. These are intended to 

help busy teachers to find useful material to enrich the lives of children. All IMF materials are designed with a view of 

being environmentally conscious and friendly!  

 

 

Music CDs  

 

We currently have two CDs on sale and hope to add more to our production list in time. 

 

 
RAINDROPS AND RABBITS  

 

 

Year released : August 1996 

Price  : Rs. 250.00 

 

 

 

To sing with children from the earliest years is important. It is also important to choose the songs carefully, 

examining the content, the tempo, the pitch, the emotions, the words, the tune and the dramatic potential. The 

English songs recorded in this CD have been enjoyed by children between the ages of 2 and 7 in our urban 

schools of our country for over 40 years. They have been collected and passed down through an oral tradition 

by teachers.  Since it was recorded the songs have found support in the Montessori community and have 

enriched the lives of children year after year. A booklet with the words of the songs is provided with each CD. 

 

 
ADO PAAR THAMBI (TAMIL) 

 

Year released : July 2001 

Price  : Rs. 250.00 

 

 

Music is an important aspect of the child's environment. Simple songs capture cultural traditions and pave the 

way for artistic expression. Children in large cities today seem to have little or no exposure to songs in their 

mother tongues, as they are only taught nursery rhymes in English. Songs in native languages support the 

traditions of a culture and open children to the literature of a region. The songs in this collection are poems 

written by the Tamil poets Desika Vinayakam Pillai and Azha. Valliappa, whose works celebrate the experiences 

of children inviting them to examine and explore the world. The songs featured here have been set to Carnatic 

ragas, as well as to folk tunes and rhythms. Two booklets with the words of the songs - one in Tamil and one 

with the translation - are provided with each CD.  

IMF Materials  

mailto:asma.zaidi@focushighschool.org
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In a world designed primarily for the functioning of adults, it may be challenging to find furniture 

appropriate for the very young. The Indian Montessori Foundation (IMF) now manufactures small 

sized furniture suitable for children between birth and six, considering access by children and 

fostering their independence. This becomes even significant at this point with the beginning of the 

first Assistants to Infancy course in India, aiming to understand and create environments 

answering the needs of young children. The furniture is made of durable wood and every item is 

an invaluable addition to homes and schools. 

 

Shelves – Large, Medium, Horizontal 

Large Shelf 

Dimension : Height 32.2” Height of each shelf 12.4” Length 43.2” Width 11”                    

Price : Rs. 8055 

Low open shelves with 3 tiers for placing items of use to the child so he can reach them 

independently.  

 

 

Medium Shelf 

Dimension : Height 22” Height of each shelf 9” Length 22” Width 11”            

Price : Rs. 5820 

Low open shelves with 2 tiers for placing items of use to the child so he can independently 

get to them.  

 

 

Horizontal Shelf 

Dimension : Height 12.5” Length 48” Width 11” 

Price : Rs. 7215 

Most suitable for toddlers, as the top of the shelf can be viewed or used to pull up and 

stand. The child can access the materials either in the top or bottom shelf. 

 

For more information about infant furniture and to request for the complete catalogue 

write to info@montessori-india.org. The furniture and other IMF publications and 

materials can soon be availed in an online shop! 

 

IMF Infant Furniture  

 

Our Challenge today is against stupidity 

Vandana Shiva is an Indian scholar and environmental activist who inspires us through her 

talks about saving the planet, consumerism, patriarchal societies and more in such crisp 

and powerful lines that resonate within us long after we have watched the video. She talks 

about human beings as the highest evolution of species because they work with their 

hands, mind and heart which is what Maria Montessori elicits in 'the Story of the Coming of 

Human Beings'. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TxALgtDruQQ 

Talking Montessori                                                           

 

In this segment, we bring to you links of talks from different settings and of varied                 

people that resonate with Montessori ideas, beliefs and practices and human                

development.  

 

- Roopa Sundar  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TxALgtDruQQ
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MMI Celebrates 100 years of  Montessori Training in the UK ! 

Maria Montessori Institute (MMI) is celebrating an incredible 100 years of Montessori training in the UK 

by organizing The Montessori Conference 2019 on Saturday, September 28 at Queen Elizabeth II Centre,  

London.  

The participants will have full access to the conference and all keynote presentations, plus two              

workshops of their choice. The keynote presentations are by Dr. Angeline Lillard on ‘the long-term      

effects of Montessori schooling on people’s health and wellbeing’ and Professor Michael Thomas on 

‘the current state of Educational Neuroscience and how relevant is the Montessori approach’.  

To find out more about the workshops, the fee and other information please check:   
www.themontessoriconference.com 

Ideas for a Green Tomorrow !  
With Global Warming being an alert and the temperature rising to 

record breaking levels, schools have started to think about ways in 

which they can contribute for a better and greener tomorrow. In 

this series, we bring you a school in each issue and the environment 

friendly practices they follow. 
 

- Archana Narayanan & Jezreena Jezer 

Saving water  
 

Water, water everywhere, but no   water to drink is our          

current scenario.  
 

Touch Internationale Montessori 

House of Children, Bangalore, realised 

that water was excessively used at 

school and water conservation is the 

need of the hour. So, they decided to 

limit the amount of water used for 

daily     activities by using a bucket of 

water as the source of water, instead of using the tap. They 

usually manage with one bucket of water per day. Parallelly, 

the importance of water conservation was discussed with the    

children.  

 

At Navadisha Montessori School, Chennai, two kinds of      

water saving tap attachments were installed in the bathrooms 

which has tremendously reduced the water consumption.  

 

One of the tap attachments converts   normal water flow into 

a gentle mist and is ideal for use in hand wash basins. The   

other tap attachment can be used in the kitchen and it       

converts normal water flow into a high-pressure steady 

stream. For more information about these taps, please visit:         

https://www.earthfokus.com 

Poetry Corner  

  

A Cradle Song 

Thomas Dekker 

  

Golden slumbers kiss your eyes,  

Smiles awake you when you rise.  

Sleep, pretty wantons, do not cry,  

And I will sing a lullaby:  

Rock them, rock them, lullaby.  

  

 Care is heavy, therefore sleep you;  

You are care, and care must keep 

you.  

Sleep, pretty wantons, do not cry,  

And I will sing a lullaby:  

Rock them, Rock them, lullaby.  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

https://mariamontessori.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e5187e6f03ee261ae8153b30f&id=d804cec75b&e=80376204d0
https://www.earthfokus.com/
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Date  City Event Topic Speaker Venue 

12-Sep-19 Mumbai Thursday Talk 
Home environment for Children 

0 to 6 years  
Zarin Malva / Pavithra  Champion School 

19-Sep-19 Bangalore Thursday Talk Poetry in the Child's Life Rukmini Ramachandran TBC 

19-Sep-19 Chennai Thursday Talk Education through Movement Ramya Sridhar Kidoz 

28-Sep-19 Mumbai  Thursday Talk Dramatization and Story Telling Shaili Sathiyu RTI 

17-Oct-19 Chennai Thursday Talk 
Helping Children to be Problem 

Solvers 
Michaela Kuh 

Redwood           
Montessori 

School 

19-Oct-19 Bangalore Workshop 
Supporting a Child's                 

Independence 
Julia Hilson TBC 

24-Oct-19 Mumbai  Thursday Talk 
Montessori and the Working   

Parent  
Zarin/Anahita Deloitte 

21-Nov-19 Hyderabad Thursday Talk Talking with Children Suneeta Madnani 

Little Scholars 

Montessori House 
Of Children 

28-Nov-19 Mumbai Thursday Talk Movement and the Young Child  Suneeta Madnani Harmony 

7-Dec-19 Chennai Workshop 
Parenting Challenges in the   

Global Village 
Rukmini Ramachandran  TBC 

19-Dec-19 Mumbai Thursday Talk Independence at Meal times 
Zarin/Neelima/Suneeta/
Anahita/Pavitra/Geeta 

Casa Vista 
 

IMF Events 2019  

10-Jan-20 Hyderabad Conference 5th National Montessori Conference  Programme to be decided TBC 

11-Jan-20 Hyderabad Conference 5th National Montessori Conference  Programme to be decided TBC 

16-Jan-20 Mumbai Thursday Talk Childhood: Gathering Life Experience  
Zarin/Neelima/Suneeta/

Anahita/Pavitra/Geeta 
Any apartment 

23-Jan-20 Bangalore Thursday Talk 
Weaning: Supporting the Child's  

Transition 
Kavya Chandrashekhar Any Apartment 

23-Jan-20 Chennai Thursday Talk A Child's Journey to a Rich Vocabulary Hemalatha Rangarajan 
Venkateswara       

Hospital  

25-Jan-20 Chennai Meeting IMF Volunteers Meeting   Navadisha 

20-Feb-20 Bangalore Thursday Talk Alternatives to Screen Time Anahita Gandhi KRSTA 

20-Feb-20 Mumbai Thursday Talk Building a Home Library 
Zarin/Neelima/Suneeta/

Anahita/Pavitra/Geeta 

Montessori                        

International 
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AMI Membership 

Membership to Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) is open to everyone! Become a part of a worldwide 

community dedicated to the recognition of the unique nature of childhood, natural human development and the rights 
of the child. Discounted rates to events, AMI eBulletins and Journals are some of the benefits a member receives. AMI 

membership is an individual membership and is not available to schools, universities, and other educational 

organisations.  

Membership fees begin at 40 euros. 

To join, please visit www.montessori-ami.org 

Butterfly Series  
 

We bring to you a butterfly series in the format of ‘Who am I?’ -  A great way to introduce common butterflies that 

children see often in their natural environment.  

- Tarunya Gouthaman 

 

 

My scientific name is Eurema Hecabe. You can easily spot my 

kind; we are small butterflies with bright yellow wings and 

are found in little groups on patches of damp soil or sand. I 

belong to the Pieridae family and Coliadinae subfamily. 

Above, my wings are deep lemon-yellow, each with a black   

border. Underneath, my wings are also yellow with freckled 

brown spots. The eggs of my species are always laid on the  

upper side of leaves. They are   spindle-shaped, pale yellow or straw coloured when first 

laid but change to a darker shade before hatching. Did you know that none of my           

caterpillars feed on grasses, but my name is derived from the fact that most of my species 

are found in grassy habitats. Guess who am I?  

Who am I? 

http://www.montessori-ami.org


 

Anyone can become a subscriber!  
 

The Indian Montessori Foundation brings out two publications, a monthly newsletter, The Touch Board (8 copies a year) and an 
annual journal, Montessori Matters.  
 

 

Subscriptions:  
One year: Rs.  1200  

Two years: Rs.  2000 
 

Print out the subscription form from our website (www.montessori-india.org), fill in all the details required and send it along with 
your payment to the Indian Montessori Foundation. 
 

 
 

Touch Board Team    
Editorial Team - Roopa Sundar & Tarunya Gouthaman  
Reporting Team - Aditi Ganesh, Kavneet Chadha, Meera Ghelani & Vidhya Ramalingam 

Layout Designer - Priyanka Kumar  
Advertising Coordinators– Archana Narayanan, Jezreena Jezer 

Press Liaison— Khyati Shah  

New opportunity to reach the Montessori community! 

The Montessori community is growing! Parents are more aware of Montessori education than ever before. 

The Indian Montessori Foundation (IMF) publishes The Touch Board (newsletter, 8 issues: July, August, 

September, October, November, January, February, March) and Montessori Matters (Annual Journal).  

Communication to target the Montessori community can be published as per the following new tariff.  

  

The Touch Board (colour; 4 x 5cms) 

  
Montessori Matters (black and white; [full page] 20 x 12cms)  

 

 

 

The advertisements can be sent to thetouchboard@gmail.com to reach us on or before the 5th of the 

previous month.  

1 issue ₹ 500 

4 issues ₹1500 

8 issues ₹2800 

1 issue ₹1000 

Answer to the Question in the Butterfly Series:  Grass Yellow 

mailto:thetouchboard@gmail.com

