
  

 

 

As we approach August 31st, we fondly remember Maria Montessori and her philosophy 

that many of us have internalized in our daily lives. A day for us, to look back and reflect 

on her principles that shifted our perspective on child development. We share with you 

some of Montessori's quotes that remind us of the reason we have chosen to remain on 

this path as caregivers and educators of the next generation.  

 

“Do we believe and constantly insist that cooperation among the people of the world is necessary 

in order to bring about peace? If so, what is needed first of all is collaboration with children.... All 

our efforts will come to nothing until we remedy the great injustice done to the child, and remedy 

it by cooperating with him. If we are among the men of good will who yearn for peace, we must 

lay the foundation for peace ourselves, by working for the social world of the child.”   

- International Montessori Congress, 1937 

 

"... Does Nature make a difference between work and play or occupation and rest?  Watch the 

unending activity of the flowing stream or the growing tree.  See the breakers of the ocean, the 

unceasing movements of the earth, the planets, the sun and the stars. All creation is life, 

movement, work.  What about our hearts, our lungs, our bloodstream which work continuously 

from birth till death?  Have they asked for some rest?  Not even during sleep are they inactive.  

What about our mind which works without intermission while we are awake or asleep?"  

- What You Should Know About Your Child, IMF Publications 

 

"Praise, help, or even a look, may be enough to interrupt him, or destroy the activity. It seems a 

strange thing to say, but this can happen even if the child merely becomes aware of being 

watched. After all, we too sometimes feel unable to go on working if someone comes to see what 

we are doing. The great principle which brings success to the teacher is this: as soon as 

concentration has begun, act as if the child does not exist. Naturally, one can see what he is 

doing with a quick glance, but without his being aware of it."                                                     

-The Absorbent Mind, IMF Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more quotes, visit AMI's website https://montessori-ami.org/resource-library/quotes 

Maria Montessori's 148th Birthday!!  
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Primary Assistants Course, Chennai 
-NMF Assistants Course Team 

    T H E  T O U C H  B O A R D  

The 12th AMI (3-6) Assistants Course was held at 

Navadisha Montessori Foundation (NMF) from June 

18 to 29, 2018.  
 
 

The course was attended by 17 students from 

Chennai, Coimbatore and Madrid. The trainers, 

Hemalatha Rangarajan and Ramya Sridhar, took the 

participants on a journey through the Montessori 

approach comprising of detailed lectures, 

presentations, thought-provoking readings and 

discussions. By the end of the course the students 

were excited to put into practice as assistants, their 

learning in both home and school environments.   
 

Kalaivani Sivaprakash shares her experience with us, “The ten-day training programme 

was extremely interesting, well planned and organised. It taught us how to be punctual. The 

knowledge acquired during course has completely changed my approach towards children. It 

was not just a learning about children but a learning for life.” 

 

The Indian Montessori Foundation organised a talk 

“Reforms in Education through the Creative 

Medium” on June 28, 2018 in The Montessori 

School.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Shabari Rao, a dancer, researcher and educator 

who used movements to help understand 

symmetry, number line and other post doctorate 

concepts drew parallels between the Montessori 

philosophy and her work.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Montessori says that intellectual learning and 

movement go hand in hand. Similarly, Shabari said 

that our notions with respect to knowledge should be to engage the body in a way of 

learning. Movement, she said, is a natural state and thereby is a stress-free way to 

understand concepts that are learnt by children and adults alike. If the body is 

integrated with its current activity through movement, then learning will be a 

pleasure. 

Thursday Talk in Bangalore  
-Kavneet Chadha  
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Parthiban’s Dream  

Author- Kalki Krishnamurthy  

Translated by Nirupama Raghavan 

Illustration- N Bindhu Malini  

Publisher– Tulika Publications 

ISBN -81814605 

This book is the abridged and translated version of Kalki Krishnamurthy’s ‘Parthiban Kananvu’, a 1942 Tamil     

novel, woven around historical characters. Nirupama Raghavan at the age of fifteen and with a flair for language 

set out to translate this Tamil classic and bring it to children. It all starts with a dream! Of a Chola king to make 

his empire the greatest, strongest and mightiest. But the brave king’s honourable death in the battlefield leads his 

son to take his father’s dream to heart. How will he realise this against the valorous Narasimha Pallava? The book 

brings to life the ways of the people ages ago, giving a taste of the richness of earlier times. The scintillating       

Kaveri, the picturesque historical towns, the honour in one’s word, the value of friendship, the loyalty to one’s 

king, the call of duty, the beauty in love, tasteful illustrations and many twists and turns will urge the readers to zip 

through the book!  

‘Parthiban’s Dream’ is available on Amazon and at Tulika Books. 

Titles & Tales  
– Roopa Sundar 

  
Books are real and magical, simple and transcendent, right here and beyond, and an essential part of children's lives! 

We bring you a series of reviews of books suitable for children over six. Watch this space in every issue for a different 

book!   

Mumbai  

Pawfect– The Pet Salon  

Filed Trips expose children to the real world, adding to their cultural         

experiences. In order to increase children's awareness about pets, a field trip 

was organized by the Casa Vista Montessori Preschool to "Pawfect - The Pet     

Salon" on June 29, 2018.  

Aksheeta Parikh, the owner of Casa Vista Montessori Preschool says, "Our 

field trip was aimed at bringing about the awareness in the children that besides the 

self-care activities practiced at school, animals and other living beings also require 

care. During our visit, children received an opportunity to see how pets are groomed 

and cared for like giving them a bath, cleaning their ears and cutting their nails."  

The children aged 2.5 to 4 years were able to make the connection that the 

grooming process of the pet is similar to that of their own and seemed      

confident to touch and feed the pets. 

 Pack your Bags!  

- Mehak Hemnani  

While adults are always on the lookout for places that children can visit, in this segment, we bring to you some   

interesting choices of places to take children in different cities! 



P A G E  4  

 

    T H E  T O U C H  B O A R D  

 Then & Now 

 

 

 

- Roopa Sundar  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Are the seeds for the future laid here and now? In this segment, we bring to you glimpses of 

the childhood of famous artists and how it has influenced and shaped what they became.  

Rasipuram Krishnaswami Laxman, an illustrious cartoonist, humorist and illustrator 

began sketching from the age of three and continued on for decades to follow, with 

his most famous creation of the satirical cartoon strip with ‘the common man’, in the 

face of common problems.  

 

Words of R K Laxman as spoken to Gowri Ramnarayan 

“In our old house in Mysore, there was a window. It had a glass pane divided into 

many parts. Each part had a different colour. One day, the pane broke. Bits of 

coloured glass tinkled down. 

 

I ran to pick up those pieces. I looked at every colour, one after another. Suddenly, I 

happened to see through the glass. And I saw a new world! It was strange… weird…

frightening. Everybody and everything looked blue. The blue gardener dug the blue earth. 

Nearby stood a blue cow swishing its blue tail. Why, the sun had turned blue in the sickly 

sky. Everything was spooky and still.  

 

As I remember it, this was my first communication with my surroundings. I loved looking 

through the broken glass pieces, feeling different with each colour. Perhaps this was an early 

sign of my interest in visual things – in drawing and painting that were to be my life.  

 

As far as I can remember, the crow attracted me because it was alive in the landscape. In 

our garden it stood out black against the green trees, blue sky, red earth and the yellow 

compound wall. Other birds are timid. They try to hide and camouflage themselves. But the 

crow is very clever. It can look after itself every well. At age three I began to sketch crows. 

I tried to draw their antics. My mother saw this and encouraged me.  

 

But let me get back to the garden again. It was a never-ending source of stories that I made 

up for myself. For example, have you ever watched an ant hill? Seen the ants going about 

busily? There are usually two orderly files – one going out, the other coming in. My elder 

brother, the one just before me was very inventive. He used to tell me that these ants lived 

in an enormous township inside the hill. This town had broad streets and big houses, post 

offices and police stations, playgrounds and movie theatres. Why, the ants even had their 

own cinema posters. He never tired of spinning fantastic stories about the secret life of the 

ants! 

 

I was about nine or ten when I decided to be an artist. I would cycle for ten miles around 

our home to find interesting landscapes to paint. Mysore was a good place for this – full of 

trees, streams, hills and old ruins. I also learnt a lot by looking at illustrations in foreign 

magazines. The cartoons were a special attraction. I began to draw cartoons and found the 

local papers willing to publish them! 

 

I earned my pocket money and never had to trouble my parents for it. ‘Dodu’ had found 

the way!” 

 
 

*These excerpts are from ‘Past Forward' by Gowri Ramnarayan, Oxford University Press, 

which offers insights into the lives of six marvelous artists. We thank her profusely for 

graciously agreeing to publishing these snippets from her work.  
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Good Reels   
 

- Roopa Sundar  
 

 

In this segment, we bring to you reviews of documentaries   

suitable for children and adults alike.  

Planet Earth II  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millions of penguins, billions of locusts, parading flamingoes, 

romancing albatross, flying lizards, head standing beetles, lighting 

up fungi are only among the very least that leaves the viewer 

spellbound! No, this is not in an animation movie, but in the most 

thrilling of natural history films, with spectacular visuals and 

inspiring stories, Planet Earth II.  

 

Planet Earth II is a 2016 British nature documentary series 

produced by the BBC as a sequel to Planet Earth, which was 

broadcast in 2006. The series is presented and narrated by       

Sir David Attenborough and is filmed with new technology 

moving closer to nature than ever has been visually documented.  

 

The series spanning over six episodes highlights the lengths that 

animals go to survive in different conditions, in the remotest of 

islands, the driest of deserts, the coldest of peaks, the thickest of 

jungles, the tallest of grasslands and the newest of unnatural 

habitat, of that of the cities. Each episode runs for around fifty 

minutes with a ten minute behind the scenes clippings, offering 

delightful insights into the lives of wildlife cameramen.  

 

The series not only tracks the predator and the prey, but also the 

sheer intelligence of nature and how it has evolved over millions 

of years. The question to be asked now is how it will sustain and 

prolong in ever changing landscapes, alongside the formidable of 

all, human beings! 

 

Planet Earth II DVD, other digital versions and books are available 

on Amazon.  

 

 

 Here is the Seed 

 John Foster 

 

Here is the seed 

Small and round 

Hidden underneath 

The ground 

 

Here is the shoot 

Tiny and small 

Slowly slowly  

              Grows tall  

 

Here is the sun 

Here is the shower 

Here are the petals 

Here is the flower 

Poetry Corner  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nature_documentary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planet_Earth_(2006_TV_series)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Attenborough
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AMI Membership 

Membership to Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) is open to everyone! Become a part 

of a worldwide community dedicated to the recognition of the unique nature of childhood, natural 

human development and the rights of the child. Discounted rates to events, AMI eBulletins and 

Journals are some of the benefits a member receives. AMI membership is an individual membership 

and is not available to schools, universities, and other educational organisations.  

Membership fees begin at 40 euros. 

To join, please visit www.montessori-ami.org 

Block your Dates! - Upcoming IMF Events  

Check out the annual schedule of all the events happening in your city at the Indian Montessori          

Foundation website – www.montessori-india.org. 

DATE TIME TOPIC SPEAKER  VENUE 

Thursday, 

23-Aug-

2018 

 4:30 PM to 

5:30 PM 
 Difficulties in      

Children 
Kamini Lakhiani 

Mindstein Montessori,    

Mumbai 

Thursday, 

23-Aug-

2018 

 4:30 PM to 

5:30 PM 
Being a Parent Today  Ruby Lau 

Patasala Montessori School, 

Chennai 

Thursday, 

30-Aug-

2018 

4:30 PM to 

5:30 PM 

 Stories and Books: 

Their Importance in a 

Child’s Life 
Teenaz Reporter 

 Cremon Buds, Karkhana, 

Secunderabad 

Thursday 

20-Sep-  

2018 

4:30 PM to 

5:30 PM 

Linking Montessori 

School Practices to 

the Child's Home 
 Zarin Malva 

Discovery Montessori,  

Mumbai 

* The Entry Fee for the Thursday Talks is Rs. 100 for IMF subscribers and Rs.150 for others 

“Our schools are alive. To understand what the older 

ones are doing, fills the little ones with enthusiasm. 

The older ones are happy to be able to teach what they 

know. There are no inferiority complexes, but everyone 

achieves a healthy normality through the mutual     

exchange of spiritual energy.”  

(Montessori, Maria The Absorbent Mind Kalakshetra Publications, India 2003 Ch 22, 

http://www.montessori-ami.org
http://www.montessori-india.org
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Bird Watch  
-Roopa Sundar & Tarunya Gouthaman  

 

 

Standing at a window have you seen a bird and wondered what it is called? Bird life flourishes even in our 

crowded cities. Read our special series on some common birds found in India. You may become a ‘birder’ by the 

end of our series!! 

 Lesser Goldenback 

Dinopium benghalense 
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The black-rumped flameback is a large species at 26–29 cm 

in length. It is the only golden-backed woodpecker with a 

black throat and black rump. The underparts are white with 

dark chevron markings. The adult male has a red crown and 

crest. Females have a black fore crown spotted with white, 

with red only on the rear crest. Young birds are like the 

female, but duller. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesser Goldenback 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

White-bellied Woodpecker and    

Rufous Woodpecker are also found 

in India 
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This woodpecker can be seen singly or in pairs moving    

jerkily along tree trunks, tapping out insects from the wood. 

It makes a loud, rattling-whinnying call, often uttered in 

flight, and makes drumming sounds by hammering on a    

hollowed trunk. 
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In open forests and cultivated areas in the plains and      

foothills across the Indian subcontinent. It is one of the few 

woodpeckers that are seen in urban areas as well.  
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- I don’t get a headache from all that hammering because of 

my strong skull 

- I have two toes pointing forward and two backward 

- My long tongue can be darted forward to capture insects 



 

Anyone can become a subscriber!  
 

The Indian Montessori Foundation brings out two publications, a monthly newsletter, The Touch Board            

(6 copies a year) and an annual journal, Montessori Matters.  
 

Subscriptions:  

One year: Rs.  1200  

Two years: Rs.  2000 
 

Print out the subscription form from our website (www.montessori-india.org), fill in all the details required and 

send it along with your payment to the Indian Montessori Foundation. 
 

Touch Board Team    

Editorial Team - Roopa Sundar & Tarunya Gouthaman  

Reporting Team - Aditi Ganesh, Kavneet Chadha, Mehak Hemnani & Vidhya Ramalingam 

Layout Designer - Priyanka Kumar  

Trustees  - Shirley Madhavan Kutty, Kamini Sundaram, Leela Samson, Zarin Malva, Rukmini Ramachandran 

Do send in articles or news to thetouchboard@gmail.com  
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Want to get noticed? Place your advertisements in the Montessori Matters and The Touch Board!  

Package Details: Rs. 3600—A full page (20 x 12 cms) advertisement in two issues of Montessori Matters and 4 x 5 cms 

advertisements in all issues of The Touch Board (2018-2019)  

Send us your advertisements in the following specifications: 
 

 Format  : JPEG  

 Colour   : Black and White (Montessori Matters), Colour (The Touch Board) 


