
- Aditi Ganesh 

The Fourth National Montessori Conference took place in Chennai on January 12 and 13, 

2018. The theme of the Conference was 'Swayam- Independent Thought, Independent 

Action'.  

The day began with the release of Albert Max 

Joosten’s book on 'Foundations of Montessori 

Pedagogy' which has a compilation of Sir 

Joosten’s essays put together over 40 years ago.  

Over the course of two days, speakers from 

several fields shared their views and ideas about 

independence for varying age groups, which had 

the participants totally engaged and inspired. 

Eminent speakers such as Narasimhan Ravi, 

Publisher, The Hindu Group of Newspapers, spoke 

about the role of independence in society and nation with regard to India’s freedom 

struggle from the British Rule and Dr. N. Rangarajan, Director of Psymed Hospitals & 

Consultant Psychiatrist at Fortis Malar talked about independence in the life of adults. The 

three trainers, Carol Hicks - AMI (6-12) Trainer USA, Hemalatha Rangarajan - AMI 

(3-6) Trainer India and Judi Orion - AMI (0-6) Trainer USA, spoke about independence 

and development of children at each plane.  

There was also a presentation titled 'Songlines' by the Class VIII students of Abacus Montessori School who 

shared their experience of being the first batch to get hands on experience of working on a farm at Vellaputhur 

village, Chennai. The students visited the farm which is a two-hour drive outside the city, over a period of 18 

months accompanied by their teachers Meena Sriram and Saravana Kumar. Though it was a rough start for many, 

the children eventually settled in and learnt the ways of 

nature. During the conference, the children presented 

their experiences in different ways such as oral 

narration, theatre, dance and songs. Through their 

journey, the children not only learnt to accept their 

surroundings but also claimed to have changed as a 

person and a sudden respect for nature, food, the flora 

and fauna had surged in all of them. After the 

presentation, three of the students sat in a panel 

discussion, confidently answering the questions that 

were put forward to them.  
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N Ravi and Judi Orion during the launch 
of A. M. Joosten’s book 

“Songlines” by Class VIII of Abacus  
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A panel discussion was set up during the conference addressing related topics. Each day 

ended with cultural performances by well-known artists showcasing their talents. Vaibhav 

Ramani, student of violinist Kumaresh, along with his accompanists presented few Carnatic 

compositions with a blend of music from Violin, Mridangam and Kanjira. The Spanda Dance 

Troop, headed by Leela Samson performed beautiful numbers from NADI-The River, 

which is a selection of poems from six different languages.  

Many stalls were set up outside for the conference delegates such as books by various 

publications, Montessori materials, two furniture stalls setup by Abacus Montessori School 

where one had materials for home space and the other for 

working space. The Indian Montessori Foundation (IMF) stall 

was also set up, offering information about the subscriptions 

and publications. The Class VIII students of Abacus 

Montessori School volunteered for both days of the 

conference, taking turns to look after the various stalls.  

A thought tree was set up outside the 

auditorium where participants could fill in their 

deepest thoughts and takeaways from the 

Conference. Some of the comments were… 

“Independence is at various levels. When our basic needs (food, water, shelter) are 

met, we become physically independent. When we think, we think about ourselves 

and others. Thinking and the ability to organise thoughts and materialising them 

through actions makes us mentally independent. We then want to decide on our 

own as to where we want to go from here…probably towards liberation? That’s when spiritual 

independence comes in.” 

“I envy the children from Abacus Montessori School. I wish I had such an experience in my 

adolescence. My adolescence was occupied with PC games and watching movies. There is every 

reason for me to envy these children. These teens have started a movement, may their journey be 

inspirational to many in this world.” 

A furniture stall for children 

between 0 to 3 years was set up 

by Abacus Montessori School 

The Thought Tree 

The Conference Volunteers Delicious food served at the Conference 

Cultural 

performances by 

various artists at the 

Conference 
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Feedback from participants of the conference from different cities was collected by our reporting team.  

Mumbai - Mehak Hemnani 

"Every Conference is a refresher and a reminder that everything we do is for the child. We are here to champion this cause. I think 

this Conference focused equally on all the 4 planes of development. The music and dance performances on both days wrapped us in 

a cultural cocoon so to say and we emerged refreshed and whole.  A big thank you to Rukmini Ramachandran, Ruby Lau and their 

team of IMF volunteers for a wonderful Conference." - Tania Fernandes, L'Ecole Montessori International School 

"The appeal for independence of the child came out strongly in the voice of every speaker. While every talk was thought provoking, 

the most unique presentation for me was 'Songlines' by a group of adolescents. The hard work behind setting up their own farm, 

animal shelter and growing their own paddy showcased how capable and independent children can be when given an opportunity." - 

Ashani Hirway, Founder and Head of Da Vinci Montessori School 

Hyderabad - Vidhya Ramalingam 

"Throughout the conference, the emphasis was on independent thought and action. Independence is one of the most vital factors 

towards a child’s growth and as facilitators we need to ensure that the right ingredients are provided at the right time. In addition, the 

conference emphasized on parent’s involvement in guiding the child towards attainment of personality." - Maya Majji, Pragnya 

Montesssori School 

“The talks by every speaker regarding exploring and supporting the independence of children was a gentle nudge reminding the 

adults of their work. Songlines children’s reflection on their farm experience, Nadi and violin recital beautifully supported and 

interspersed the essence of Swayam - Independent thought, Independent action.” - Tulja Bhavani, Bhavishya Montessori School 

“The fourth National Conference was an eye opener for the parents who are facing conflicts with their third and fourth plane 

children. On the whole I would say that the conference was woven as traditional as Kanchivarampattu sari and the thoughts spread 

to us was as modern as latest technology.” - Uma Shankar Kenche,  Samagna Montessori School 

Chennai – Aditi Ganesh  

"Swayam" a Sanskrit word which translates to independence was the theme of the conference. Each of the eminent speakers 

underlined this theme and explained how when a child supported through independence in their four stages of development, blossoms 

into an adult independent in thought and action. The children of the Abacus Montessori school, the young farmers had the below Dr. 

Montessori's lines echoing in our minds "The land is where our roots are. Children must be taught to feel and live in harmony with the 

earth". – Preethi Varadharaju, Redwood Montessori School 

"The Idea of developing independence in the child, to move the responsibility of learning from the teacher to the child and allowing 

them to be in charge of their own learning and the role of the adult to be the ‘Choice Architects’ was wonderfully touched up on. Dr 

N. Rangarajan’s insightful talk on ‘Independence in the life of Adults’ and the essential raw material required for it was aptly put 

forward in an amusing yet thought provoking manner. A wonderful platform to connect with people from different walks of life who 

are passionate about a holistic growth and development of the child." -Kirthi Sachdev, NPS Gopalapuram 

“The theme of the conference- independent thought, independent action had caught my interest from the time I came across it. I was 

indeed surprised to know that, though the concept of independence is same for all, the way it is approached and taken by the child 

differs across the age levels. Infact I came to know that independence is not something that we give or impose on the child. The child 

has it. He takes it all from the environment. If the adult is aware of this and intervenes less, he/she can sit and enjoy how much the 

child is capable of.”- Varsha Ravi, Navadisha Montessori School 

Bangalore – Kavneet Chadha  

"I liked the idea of independence from 0 to 24 years that was covered in the Swayam conference. There was an expert speaking 

about the challenges and support of all the four planes of development not only from a Montessori perspective but also a general 

perspective, without the focus being on a certain age group. The views for the age group between 18- 24 helped one to understand 

how children can benefit from being confident and self-assured as well as how they can contribute to society." - Pragya Kedia, The 

Montessori School.  

"I enjoyed meeting and exchanging views and experiences with others from the same field. The vast knowledge shared by 

experienced speakers clarified many inarticulate doubts. The presentation by the children of Abacus school and the cultural 

performances was awe inspiring." - Aruhi Bhasin, The Montessori School   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food is comfort, 

security, art, 

connects to us on 

many levels – 

emotionally, 

philosophically, 

spiritually and most 

importantly food is 

love! In this series 

we bring to you 

simple recipes with 

tips on involving the 

children of different 

age groups in the 

art of food 

preparation  
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Little Chef 
- Kavneet Chadha 

VEGETABLE PULAO 

METHOD 

 Transfer the rice into a medium sized bowl. 

 Add the carrots and stir.  

 Add beans, capsicum and peas in succession and 
stir. 

 Add salt and stir.  

 Add peppercorns, cumin seeds, ghee and water in 
succession and mix. 

 Transfer the mixture into the bowl of a rice cooker and cook till ready. 

 Alternatively on high heat, bring the mix to a boil in a pan. Bring to a boil and then cook on 
low-medium heat till the rice is ready. This step requires adult supervision. 

PLEASE NOTE: The ingredients need to be measured out and ready for children below 3 years of age.  

They will also need collaboration during the process of cooking. However, children above 3 years of 

age can measure out the ingredients and cut the vegetables mentioned. Other seasonal vegetables can 

also be added to the pulao.  

 

                                                                                       

INGREDIENTS 
1 cup rice, soaked for an hour 

2 tbsp ghee 

1/4th cup chopped carrots 

1/4th cup chopped beans 

1/4th cup chopped capsicum 

1/4th cup peas 

Salt, to taste 

1/4th cup peppercorns 

1tsp cumin seeds 

1 ½ to 2 cups water 

-Kavneet Chadha  

The first 3-6 Assistants Course was held in Bangalore from January 31 to February 16, 2018. The 

course was conducted by AMI Primary Trainers, Suneeta Madnani and Anahita Gandhi. A varied 

group of students attended the course, head 

of schools, teachers, parents and even 

trainers. The lectures and practical sessions 

were an eye opener for the students who 

were touched in a very deep way. Jothi 

Kanan, who is working in the infant 

community said, "I understand why observation 

is a crucial factor in the child's development and 

how they love observing their peers at work!" 

The students expressed a need to further 

deepen their knowledge about the 

Montessori pedagogy. 

The First 3 to 6 Assistants Course in Bangalore! 

The students of the course take a selfie with 

their trainers 
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- Mehak Hemnani 

Maria Montessori Institute, London recently held a workshop on Montessori for Ageing and Dementia. This 

workshop, held on January 17 and 18, 2018, was conducted by Anne Kelly. Anne Kelly, is a Montessori for Aged and 

Dementia Consultant who also holds post graduate qualifications in Dementia Management as well as workplace training 

and assessment. Anne has worked extensively in both residential and community based aged and dementia care for the past 

30 years. She is considered an Australian leader in Montessori Methods for Aged Care and is a member of the AMI 

Montessori for Ageing and Dementia Advisory Group. 

During her workshop, Anne brought to light the point that Montessori philosophy and methods can be used not only at the 

beginning of the life cycle but also at the end.  According to her, there has been an exciting emergence of the use of 

Montessori principles being applied in aged care settings around the globe. Montessori methods for ageing and dementia 

focus on supporting both the person and the environment in which they live. The techniques are intended to engage older 

people particularly those living with dementia in life and living, by providing an environment that supports their losses and 

circumvents their deficits whilst providing meaning and purpose to their day. Anne expressed that everybody, regardless of 

age, needs to feel valued - that they have a meaningful place, things to do and high self esteem.  She said that it is possible to 

achieve these things when we provide a Montessori 

environment in which people are nurtured and 

enabled to flourish. Anne emphasized in her 

workshop that we need to change the culture of 

aged care and provide our elders with meaning and 

engagement to ensure their remaining days are filled 

with dignity and respect. 

* A special thanks to Anne Kelly and Priyanka Kumar from UK 

for helping in getting information for the above article.  

Montessori for Ageing and Dementia 

Anne Kelly with the participants of the workshop 

First Ever AMI Primary Diploma Course at Chandigarh! 

- Pavithra Rajagopalan 

RTI (Ratan Tata Institute), Mumbai announces the 

inauguration and commencement of Chandigarh’s first-

ever AMI Montessori Primary Diploma Course. The 

modular course is being run by RTI for the teachers of 

Vivek High School that has been serving Chandigarh 

since 1984 and  also has a branch in Mohali. Over the 

years there have been attempts to incorporate 

Montessori in their schools. Towards this, Neelima 

Mhaskar had run an AMI Assistants’ Course for the 

school in March 2016. 

On December 24, 2017, the first module of the 

course commenced, aligning with Vivek High School’s 

holiday schedule. Zarin Malva, Neelima Mhaskar, Geeta Savla and Pavithra Rajagopalan from RTI Mumbai form 

the training team. The course has 31 students, all of whom are staff of Vivek High School. Future modules will coincide 

with the holiday schedule of Vivek High School. The modular structure will provide the group of teachers who are being 

trained the opportunity to use their new understandings in class in between successive modules. The course was 

inaugurated with a tree-planting ceremony which took place in an atmosphere of cheer and expectation.  

Neelima Mhaskar & Zarin Malva with the students of the course 
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Mumbai  

- Mehak Hemnani 

Indian Montessori Foundation (IMF) 

organized a talk by Dr Janaki Kodkani 

about "Children's vision problems & 

their solutions using vision therapy" 

on January 18, 2018, at Harmony 

Montessori International School. Dr. Janaki 

is an Ophthalmologist & Eye Surgeon with 

18 years of experience, has an in-depth 

know-how of the time-tested procedures as well as the latest developments in the domain of 

ophthalmology.  Janaki spoke about how most children's vision issues are ignored and instead 

they are labelled as ADHD or Slow Learners. She pointed out the most common vision 

problems that children might face as eye teaming, eye focusing and eye tracking. She gave 

detailed explanations and demonstrations of 3 simple exercises that can be done with the 

children to keep their eyes healthy. The biggest take away from the talk was the point that the 

genetics may predispose one to vision problems but never compels, so even if a child has a 

tendency to have weak eye sight, with proper care and guidance the vision can be improved.  

 

IMF also organized a talk on "The importance of storytelling in Education and the role 

of storytelling in raising mentally healthy children" on February 28, 2018 at Casa Vista 

Montessori School, Mumbai. The speaker was Sherin Mathews, who is an international 

storyteller and a cognitive scientist working with the human and organizational potentials for 

close to two decades. Sherin's talk was aimed at parents, teachers and anyone interested in child 

development. According to Sherin, almost any concept can be introduced through a story and 

oral stories are more effective than using books as 

it enables children to use their own imagination. 

She also mentioned that reading stories from the 

gadgets is not the same as holding a book to 

narrate. Most of our personalities get shaped 

depending on the kind of stories we listened to 

during our childhood. She even asserted that 

positive stories with a happy ending should be read 

to children. Furthermore, while narrating stories to 

young children, voice modulation along with 

dramatization works well. While discussing the ways in which story telling was helpful to 

children, Sherin spoke about the following points: 

 A lot of emotional healing can happen through storytelling.  

 Stories can be a great way for children to connect with adults and build trust.  

 Using stories consistently enables effective development in communication skills. 

In addition to sharing the above information, Sherin even discussed and answered questions 

related to topics such as the kind of story books recommended for very young children, the 

appropriate duration of a story telling session and whether it is recommended to use puppets or 

other props to make a story interesting. 

 

Thursday Talks 

Sherin Mathews 

and Zarin Malva 

pose with the 

participants of the 

workshop 

The audience listen to Dr Kodkani with rapt attention 
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Applying Montessori Principles: Creating School Policies  
- Vidhya Ramalingam 

School heads and Teachers from various Montessori Schools across the country congregated at The Plaza Hotel, Hyderabad, 

for the IMF 2 day workshop titled “Applying Montessori Principles: Creating School Policies” on February 23 and 24, 2018.  

The workshop was conducted by Rukmini Ramachandran, Director of Training, Navadisha Montessori Foundation, Chennai 

and Teenaz Reporter, Director of Training, MTRT, Hyderabad.  The 2 day workshop focused on helping the Montessori 

community to create policies which reflect the Montessori ethos at all levels. Ideas on prepared environment, support given 

to the teachers to keep the Montessori principles alive in the classroom, importance of observation in auto education, 

conducting meetings at various staff levels within the school, importance of parent education and celebrating festivals and 

events at school were discussed in the forum. The breakout sessions were enriching as it was an opportunity for the 

participants to discuss and exchange ideas of their practices which helped them get deeper insights to evolve and 

strengthen their practices inside and outside the classrooms.    

The workshop helped the participants to link Montessori philosophy and principles with the practical ideas on how to draft 

policies.  The speakers guided the participants through the various key ideas around which the policies need to be outlined. 

The speakers indicated that the policies created needs to 

be a set of basic values which offers the members of the 

community a sense of security, identity and belonging on 

which the culture of the environment is based and the 

rules of courteous behavior are evolved. They also 

reminded that one needs to revisit the policies regularly 

and make changes whenever necessary making a 

dynamic handbook which will help to adhere to the 

Montessori principles and philosophical values. 

Surekha Monala, School Head, Ira Montessori House of Children, Hyderabad says, “The speakers addressed the importance 

of the core values of Montessori Method and using these principles to reflect in the making of policies for the environment. I 

am taking back many noble ideas that were discussed, these will help me to organize myself and implement them for the 

smooth functioning of the environment”. 

Sharan Sirur from Sapling Diya Montessori, Pune says, “Lots of experiences and anecdotes were shared. As there were more 

questions than answers it was a great food for thought. The speakers touched many interesting topics and always drew the 

conversations back to Montessori principles”. 

Hyderabad  

- Vidhya Ramalingam  

The IMF Thursday Talk titled 'Theatre: a means of self-expression' was held on January, 25 at Anthea Montessori 

School. The talk was delivered by Rathna Shekar Reddy, an award winning Indian Film Actor and co-founder of 

Samahaara, a theatre group. He conducts theatre workshops, trains actors for both stage and cinema, produces and 

directs plays for both Samahaara and outside institutions like schools, colleges and corporate organizations. Rathna spoke 

about the importance of theatre as a means of self-expression and 

how many people contemplate about making theatre as a career 

over other professions. He said that theatre helps an individual to 

share experiences and empathize for others. He mentioned that 

reading and role playing are the best ways to introduce children to 

theatre. Saleema Charaniya, a teacher from Sparkles Montessori 

School shares her experience, "The talk on theatre was indeed an 

eye-opener and thought-provoking in terms of thinking out of the box. I 

realized the significance of inculcating the habit of reading in our children 

as it serves as a powerful tool in storytelling."  

Participants of the workshop in Hyderabad 

Rathna Shekar Reddy delivering the talk 
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Book Corner 

- Roopa Sundar 
 

Jan Ormerod  

Jan Ormerod was an Australian illustrator of children's books. Since 1980 she had brought out many 

books for babies and illustrated for publications of other authors as well.  

Messy Baby 

Publisher - Walker Books, 1985 

ISBN No – 0-7445-0929-7 

This book belongs to the ‘Dad and me’ series which brings out the 

beautiful relationship between a father and his baby. It is woven around 

daily, family life events and happenings in the baby’s world. Here the father 

goes around tidying up the house while telling the baby where each of the 

things go. But the baby likes to make a mess! The book contains simple 

and single sentences and illustrations that are very relatable to a young 

child, as they are of common things belonging to the baby in the house 

that any child would be familiar with. 

 

Reading 

Publisher – Walker Books, 1985  

ISBN No – 0-7445-0927-0 

This book belonging to the same series as Messy baby shows the 

father reading a book and the baby trying different ways and positions 

to be comfortable and involved and finally lays on the father as he 

reads. It contains mostly single words and few phrases of all the things 

the baby tries to do with large illustrations, which captures the 

emotions of love serenely. 

 

Sunshine 

Publisher – Frances Lincoln Children’s Books, 2004 

ISBN No – 1-84507-048-8 

This wordless picture book is one of the first works of the author. 

It begins with the sun shining into a little girl’s room and travels 

with her as she goes about her daily tasks of brushing, eating, 

getting dressed and going to school. The beauty in everyday 

routine and the love, peace and independence in the child’s life is 

brought out through the illustrations. It is something all children 

can relate to and anticipate what would follow.  

All these books are suitable for infants and toddlers. They are 

available on Amazon in hardcover and paperback. 

 

Books are real and 

magical, simple and 

transcendent, right 

here and beyond, and 

an essential part of 

children's lives! We 

bring you a series of 

reviews of books 

suitable for children 

of different age 

groups. Watch this 

space in every issue 

for a different book!  
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First Bonds: Creating 

relationship with the young  

-Preethi Rusum (AMI Elementary Directress, 

Navadisha Montessori School, Chennai) 

What does one really know about a very young 

child? Ask a Montessorian this question, and they 

usually have plenty to say. But after attending the 

workshop by Judi Orion I am sure everyone has 

gained a whole new perspective. The two-day 

workshop “First Bonds: Creating relationship with 

the young child” on January 7 and 8, 2018 was 

organized by IMF, Bangalore. Judi Orion, AMI 0 to 

6 Trainer, provided great insight into the nature 

and development of the 0-3 child. She shared her 

years of her work, experience and extensive 

knowledge. 

Judi spoke at length about the importance of the 

Symbiotic period – the time from birth to around 

2 months when the child develops basic trust 

through everyday consistent activities. She shared 

her thoughts on the Basic Temperament theory, 

developmental crisis, causes for deviations and 

normalization. She explored development of 

movement and language and obstacles for the 

same. It was inspiring to hear from her about the 

work of Dr Silvana Montanaro. The theme that 

consistently emerged from her talk was the 

urgent need to create awareness among young 

parents and empower them; the importance of 

reaching out to our extended community and 

educate them about the potential of this young 

child. 

The conference hall at Chancery Pavilion was 

packed with people from different parts of India. 

There were parents, Montessorians, people from 

different walks of life. There was not a single dull 

moment. Judi’s wit, wisdom and energy kept 

everyone enthralled. At the end of the workshop 

everyone felt enriched and left wanting to know 

more… 

Good Reels 

- Roopa Sundar 

In this segment we are bringing out reviews and related articles on 

films and music for children. 

‘Tapur Tupur’ is a compilation of 8 Hindi poems for children 

written by Rabindranath Tagore. They 

have been translated from Bengali and 

recited by Gulzar. Shantanu Moitra’s 

beautiful music plays subtly, as Gulzar 

renders the poems with childish 

innocence. From playing with paper 

boats and racing with the clouds to 

being a frustrated teacher of linguistics, 

getting the cat to say anything more 

than meow, the poems revolve around 

various themes close to the life of 

children. One cannot help getting 

enveloped in the calm, peace and 

nostalgia, the renditions stir! 

The audio CD is available on Amazon for purchase. 

An excerpt from the collection, translated into English. 

Authorship 

You say that father write a lot of books, but what he writes I don't 
understand. 
He was reading to you all evening, but could you really 
make out what he meant? 
What nice stories, mother, you can tell us! Why can't father 
write like that, I wonder? 
Did he never hear from his own mother stories of giants and 
fairies and princesses? 
Has he forgotten them all? 
Often when he gets late for his bath you have to call him 
a hundred times. 
You wait and keep his dishes warm for him, but he goes on 
writing and forgets. 
Father always plays at making books. 
If ever I go to play in father's room, you come and call me, 
"What a naughty child!" 
If I make the slightest noise you say, "Don't you see that 
father's at his work?" 
What's the fun of always writing and writing? 
When I take up father's pen or pencil and write upon his book 
just as he does,-a,b,c,d,e,f,g,h,i,-why do you get cross with me 
then, mother? 
You never say a word when father writes. 
When my father wastes such heaps of paper, mother, you don't 
seem to mind at all. 
But if I take only one sheet to make a boat with, you say, 
"Child, how troublesome you are!" 
What do you think of father's spoiling sheets and sheets of 
paper with black marks all over both sides?  

Judi Orion with trainers and IMF volunteers 
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Poetry Corner 
Choosing Shoes 

Frida Wolfe  

New shoes, new shoes, 

Red and pink and blue shoes. 

Tell me, what would you choose, 

If they'd let us buy? 

 

Buckle shoes, bow shoes, 

Pretty pointy-toe shoes, 

Strappy, cappy low shoes; 

Let's have some to try. 

 

Bright shoes, white shoes, 

Dandy-dance-by-night shoes, 

Perhaps-a-little-tight shoes, 

Like some? So would I. 

 

BUT 

Flat shoes, fat shoes, 

Stump-along-like-that shoes, 

Wipe-them-on-the-mat shoes, 

That's the sort they'll buy. 

 

 

AMI Membership 

Membership to Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) is open to everyone! Become a 

part of a worldwide community dedicated to the recognition of the unique nature of 

childhood, natural human development and the rights of the child. Discounted rates to 

events, AMI eBulletins and Journals are some of the benefits a member receives. AMI 

membership is an individual membership and is not available to schools, universities, and 

other educational organisations.  

Membership fees begin at 40 euros. 

To join, please visit www.montessori-ami.org 

“Young people must have 

enough freedom to allow 

them to act on individual 

initiative. But in order that 

individual action should be 

free and useful at the 

same time it must be 

restricted with certain 

limits and rules that give 

the necessary guidance.’’ 

Montessori, M. (1994). From 

Childhood To Adolescence 

http://www.montessori-ami.org
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Standing at a window have you seen a bird and wondered what it is called? Bird life flourishes even in our crowded cities. 

Read our special series on some common birds found in India. You may become a ‘birder’ by the end of our series! 

- Roopa Sundar & Tarunya Gouthaman 

Bird Watch 

Green Bee-eater 

Merops orientalis 

 The little green bee-eater is an exquisite little bird with bright 

emerald green plumage. It is about 9 inches (16–18 cm) long with 

about 2 inches made up by the elongated central tail-feathers. 

The sexes are not visually distinguishable. The crown and upper 

back are tinged with golden rufous. The flight feathers are rufous 

washed with green and tipped with blackish. A fine black line 

runs in front of and behind the eye. The iris is crimson and the 

bill is black while the legs are dark grey. The feet are weak with 

the three toes joined at the base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green bee-eater 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Similar Species – Blue-tailed, orange throat 

Bee-eater 

 Seen in small groups perching on bare branches or overhead 

wires, in between making graceful sallies to catch insects. Call is a 

jingling tit-tit or trilling tree-tree-tree, uttered constantly in flight 

and while perched. They sand-bathe more frequently than other 

bee-eater species and will sometimes bathe in water by dipping 

into water in flight. 

 They found in open areas, cultivation, grassland, thin scrub and 

forest often quite far from water. 

 - My nest is a tunnel dug in sloping sandy ground 

- Young birds typically fledge between 26 and 28 days after 

hatching 

- I’m found in two continents, Asia and Africa. 
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Want to get noticed? Place your advertisements in the Montessori Matters and The Touch Board!  

Package Details: Rs. 3600—A full page (20 x 12 cms) advertisement in two issues of Montessori Matters and 4 x 5 cms 

advertisements in all issues of The Touch Board (2017-2018)  

Send us your advertisements in the following specifications: 
 

 Format  : JPEG  

 Colour   : Black and White (Montessori Matters), Colour (The Touch Board) 

P A G E  1 2  

Abacus Montessori School is looking 

for Counsellors and teachers in Political 

Science, Maths, Physics and Hindi. If you 

understand children, have excellent 

communication skills in English, and a 

Bachelor’s or Master’s degree and are 

open, responsible and reflective, please 

apply to 

abacusmontessorischool@gmail.com 

Phone: 2496094, 24963823 

 

Anyone can become a subscriber!  
 

The Indian Montessori Foundation brings out two publications, a monthly newsletter, 

The Touch Board (6 copies a year) and an annual journal, Montessori Matters.  
 

Subscriptions:  

One year: Rs.  1200  

Two years: Rs.  2000 
 

Print out the subscription form from our website (www.montessori-india.org), fill in all 

the details required and send it along with your payment to the Indian Montessori 

Foundation. 
 

Touch Board Team    

Editorial Team - Roopa Sundar & Tarunya Gouthaman  

Reporting Team - Aditi Ganesh, Kavneet Chadha, Mehak Hemnani & Vidhya 

Ramalingam 

Layout Designer - Khyati Shah 

Trustees  - Shirley Madhavan Kutty, Kamini Sundaram, Leela Samson, Zarin Malva, 

Rukmini Ramachandran 

Do send in articles or news to thetouchboard@gmail.com  

This is our last issue for this 

academic year. We will 

resume in July when the 

new school year begins. 

Thank you all for your 

support and contribution. 

Have a wonderful  

holiday! 
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